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Part 1: What is love?

How would you describe what it means to love?

Dear God, Thank you for loving us so much that you sent your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Savior. Teach us what true love is. Help us 
grasp how much you love us and the world and learn to proclaim this love to the world.  Amen.

It's All About Love

OPENING PRAYER

Focus Bible Verses: John 3:16-17; Revelation 7:9
Reading: Intro, Ch. 1-2 from Serving With Eyes Wide Open
Author: Rev. Dr. Fungchatou Lo, MCN Mission Partner to Thailand

“For God so loved the World, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16)

Theme: As Christians, we are called into God’s mission of seeking and saving the lost from all nations.  His mission deals with love, for God is love 
and Jesus is God’s love for us. As followers of Jesus Christ, we are loved, and thus we became His love to all nations. He is working through us to 
bring all nations, tribes, peoples, and languages to be reconciled to Himself through Jesus Christ. They all need to hear, know, and experience His 
love in their lives.

This passage is one of the most familiar and quoted passages of the Bible. Most adult Christians know this passage by heart. However, do they 
really know the meaning of the word “love” in this passage? If you search on the Internet through Biblegateway.com for the word “love” in the ESV 
translation, you will find that the word “love” is used 449 times in the OT, and 235 times in the NT. This means that within the entire Bible the word 
“love” is used 684 times!  In the English language, we use the word “love” very broadly.

Discuss:  List a couple things that you “love.”

For example: “I love my wife,” because I want her to love me. “I love my children,” because I want them to like/love me. “I love my car,” because it 
looks cool and makes me look good. “I love my cat/dog,” because it’s cute and makes me feel good.

Read Together:  John 3:16-17; Revelation 7:9

OPENING QUESTIONS

GOING DEEPER

For example,  I could say: “I love my wife.” “I love my children.” “I love my car.” “I love my cat (dog).” “I love pizza (fried rice).” “I love traveling.”

In the English language, when we say, “I love [someone or something],” it is often attached to the words “like” or “worthy” or “desire.”  

Discuss:  Why do you love the things you listed earlier?

How many times do you think the word “love” is used in the Bible?
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The Greek word that is used for the word “love” in John 3:16 is agape. It is not philia. This means it was not because the world was cute, likable, 
desirable, or worthy that God sent His Son to die for it. The truth is the opposite.  

Agape is a self-giving love, an unmerited love. It is easier to understand it as a sacrificial love. 
Philia is associated with the affectionate love characteristic of friendship. It is a love that is warm and merited.

Love for natural humans (without faith) mostly deals with fulfilling one’s desires. Therefore, love for us always points back to ourselves. If the 
things that we see or are aware of are not worthy of our love or not desirable, then we stop loving them. We may even avoid them!

Discuss: Are you willing to die for someone you hate? Are you willing to love something that disgusts you?”

“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person — though perhaps for a 
good person one would dare even to die — but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:6-8, ESV)

God sent Jesus to die for us, not because we are good and upright people, but even though we are sinners and enemies of God.

In the ancient Greek language, there are seven different words for “love.” They are: eros, philia, storge, agape, ludus, pragma, and philautia.  Each of 
these words has its own meaning and purpose. Therefore, Greek people don’t use “love” broadly as in the English language.  

Discuss: Use your phone to find definitions for each of these words:  
Eros:
Philia:
Storge:
Agape:
Ludus:
Pragma:
Philautia:

This is what the Apostle Paul says,

1

Discuss:  Why did God so love the world?

Even though there are many words for love in the Greek language, only agape and philia are used in the NT.   

Agape love is one-directional. It points outward to the other person or object. There is no condition or merit from the other person or object for it to 
be loved. Agape love calls for action and sacrifice without expecting anything in return. The recipient of this love is the other person or object. No 
human, beside Jesus, can fully show this kind of love. Only the Triune God can fully have and give agape.

God, the Father, so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son.  
God, the Son, so loved the world that He gave His life as a ransom for many (Mark 19:45; 1 Timothy 2:6).  
God, the Holy Spirit, so loved the world that He gave us faith to know the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom God has sent (John 16:13 
and John 17:3); and He is now with us (John 14:17)

For further reading: Matthew 13:44; Mark 19:45; 1 Timothy 2:6; John 16:13 and John 17:3; John 14:17

 Elwell, Walter A.  Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, second edition (2001), Baker Book House Company, page 708.1
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Discuss: When someone loves you, what do you expect to get from that person? When God loves you, what do you expect to get from Him?

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” 
(James 1:17, ESV)

What is eternal life?  (See John 17:3)

Part 2: Who benefits from God’s love?
As mentioned earlier, the benefactor of agape love is the other person or object. In John 3:16, it is the world, and especially those that believe in 
Jesus Christ, who benefits from God’s love. The beneficial prize received by believing in Jesus is eternal life with God in heaven.

Part 3:  What does this mean for us?

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23, ESV)

Discuss: How do you think God wants us to love the world? How can we love the world as God loved it?

Only through the proclamation of the Gospel (Word and Sacraments) will all nations, tribes, peoples, and languages be able to stand before the 
throne and before the Lamb with the assurance of eternal life.   

For further reading: 2 Corinthians 5:17-20, Acts 4:12; Revelation 7:9

CONCLUDING EMPHASIS POINT
As the word of God says in 1 Corinthians 8:5-6, “For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many “gods” 
and many “lords”— yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom 
are all things and through whom we exist.” (ESV) All other so-called gods and lords do not love the world because they are incapable of loving the 
world. They will not and cannot die for the world because they are created in the image of man. Only the one true God, the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, loves the world, for He created the world.  

For further reading: 1 Corinthians 8:5-6; Psalm 135; Isaiah 46:5-11

Dear God, We praise you for your love for us and for the world. Thank you for reconciling the world to Yourself in Christ. Use us to show your love to 
others as we share the Gospel with them. Amen.

CLOSING PRAYER
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1. In the opening story, Mark describes Americans as “loud and brash” (Livermore 11). How would our team be described so far?

Serving with Eyes Wide Open
Intro, Chapters 1 and 2

INTRODUCTION

2.  What are things about American culture you think we do better than everyone else? Would you say you’ve thought we need “to convert the
world” to do some of those things? (Livermore 13)

3.  Why is it important to see ourselves from the perspective of others? Whose opinion of us usually matters to us? Whose opinion usually 
doesn’t?

4.  How would you rate your current CQ (cultural intelligence)? What do you think the CQ of those you’re going to interact with abroad is like?

“We come home with zealous descriptions of how we’ve changed, yet within a few weeks, our 

lives look pretty much identical to how they looked before the trip.” 

(Livermore 14)
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1. Do you think Americans are generally globally unaware?

CHAPTER 1

2.  “First world problems” is a well-known phrase. After reading some of the issues experienced by others in the world, how do you react to 

3.  How does it feel to read that the US population is 5% of the world, but consumes 50% of its resources? (Livermore 22) How might this be 

4.  Looking at the ideas of pluralism vs. fundamentalism (Livermore 28-29), where do we fit – as a group, as the Christian church, and as 

“A widened perspective is full of potential for fueling the worldwide revolution God continues to 

manifest through his church.” 

(Livermore 30)

this? In what way has it shifted your perspective on need vs. want?

viewed in the context to which we are traveling?

Americans?
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1. Who do you imagine as the “typical Christian?” (Livermore 31)

CHAPTER 2

3.  After reading this chapter, how has your view of Christianity and God’s work in the world shifted?

“More languages and cultural expressions are used in Christian worship and liturgy than any 

other religion.” 

(Livermore 33)

To “offer” something or to learn? 
2.  “Our mission trips usually assume we have something to offer…." (Livermore 37) What is your current view of reasons for going on this trip? 
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Part 1: The Motive for Our Witness (1 Thes. 2:4 and 8)

Think of one or two people who have been instrumental in your faith life. How did their words or teaching impact you? What about their 
actions, attitudes, and relationship with you?

Immanuel, God with us, thank you for your constant presence. Let us abide in Your affectionate love for us and be filled with the same affection for 
all people. Particularly as we prepare to serve in _______, give us hearts of love for the people we will get to know there. And give us courageous 
vulnerability to share with them our very selves, knowing that our witness doesn’t depend on our strength but on Your sufficiency. In Jesus’s name 
we pray, Amen.

Ready to Share Our Own Selves

OPENING PRAYER

Focus Bible Verses: 1 Thessalonians 2:3-12
Reading: Ch. 3-4 from Serving With Eyes Wide Open
Author: Emily Belvery, Recruitment and Church Partnerships; former MCN Mission Partner to East Asia
Theme: God’s Mission is all about the Gospel. But if we proclaim the Gospel apart from relationships, this proclamation becomes just a task and 
people become a project. The Apostle Paul reminds us that true ministry involves caring about people and sharing deeply of ourselves – just as 
Jesus did in His incarnational ministry.

As with every aspect of the Christian life, serving in God’s Mission is not about us. First and foremost we share the Gospel with others because this 
is God’s will for us who are in Christ. In this passage, Paul criticizes false teachers who sought to glorify themselves by their teaching. Sadly we can 
see similar attitudes all over the Christian church from celebrity preachers and leaders who attract crowds but put all of the focus on themselves. 
Even if they teach God’s Word, if such teachers draw people to the truth by their own charisma, they are making the faith of others dependent on 
themselves instead of on Christ. 

Discuss: Do any of the fears you mentioned at the beginning have to do with trying to please people or wondering how others will perceive you? 
How does focusing on pleasing God alleviate some of these concerns?

Read Together:  1 Thessalonians 2:3-13

OPENING QUESTIONS

GOING DEEPER

In contrast Paul tells the Corinthians…

“For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who said, ‘Let light shine 
out of darkness,’ has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 4:5-6, ESV)

What is one fear you have about sharing the Gospel with others (either in general or on this trip specifically)?
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Story:
I had a Mandarin tutor, Mary, who had heard the Gospel for many years and yet remained Buddhist. She knew I was a Christian, and we talked 
about faith matters often. One day she told me about a Christian friend who had given up on her because she wouldn’t convert. Mary asked me if 
I was going to abandon our relationship because she didn’t believe in Jesus. 
I cried as I answered her (and still tear up as I remember this conversation and continue to pray for her salvation). I said, “Mary, I will always love 
you. I care deeply about you, no matter what you believe. But – because I care deeply about you – I will always keep telling you about Jesus 
because I believe faith in Him is the one thing we all need.” Mary says this conversation has allowed her to continue being friends with Christians 
today.

The second motivation Paul mentions in 1 Thessalonians is his love for the people. People can tell when we share the Gospel simply out of 
obligation or because we are concerned only with the task of conversion. No one wants to be a project! However, when we build relationships with 
others, enter into their lives, sit and eat with them and hear their stories, we can’t help but come to care about them as people. This then motivates 
us to share Jesus not because we want to complete a task but because we care about the needs of their hearts and lives.

Matthew tells us that Jesus operated out the same heart of affectionate desire for people. (The same heart but, of course, far greater – Jesus had 
perfect love and concern for others.) 

“And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every 
disease and every affliction. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 

shepherd.” (Matthew 9:35-36, ESV)

Discuss: When have you experienced someone making you their project? When have you experienced someone engaging with you out of genuine 
love and relationship? Talk about these contrasting experiences.

Then notice that Paul says he and Silas, when they were in Thessalonica (Acts 17), were willing to share their own selves. Relational ministry 
requires humility and vulnerability. You can’t build a relationship by expecting the other person to open up and share their needs without you opening 
up as well. Many times we worry about our own weakness as witnesses (What if I can’t answer someone’s questions? What if they see the sin in my 
own life? What if they notice that I have doubts?), but these weaknesses are where God clearly displays His sufficient strength.

Part 2: The Method of Our Witness (1 Thes. 2:7-8)
Notice first that Paul says “you had become very dear to us.” This takes time. Relationships don’t happen immediately. Many other cultures are 
much more slow and intentional about building relationships than Americans are, an important thing to remember when serving short-term.

“But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” (2 Corinthians 12:9, ESV)

If we believe our witness depends upon our own strength, we will teach people that their faith depends on their own strength. You have doubts? 
Good. That means the people to whom you witness are free to express doubts, too. The power doesn’t come from their great faith but our great God. 
You don’t have all the answers? Good. That means the people to whom you witness can have questions as well. Their faith doesn’t rely on perfect 
understanding but on Jesus who is the Wisdom of God and on the Spirit who guides us into all truth. You still struggle with sin?   This means the 
people to whom you witness will know that they, too, (if they trust in Christ) will be sinner-saints. Their faith doesn’t rely on their perfection but on 
God’s forgiveness.

 There is no “good” after this question. Paul himself says in 2 Thess 2:10 that they were “holy and righteous and blameless” in their conduct among the Thessalonians. There is 
nothing good about sin, and we do pray for God’s grace working in us to root out sin in our lives so it might not be a barrier to our witness. However, there is power in admitting 
our sin and modeling for others a life of daily confession, repentance, and reliance on God’s unending forgiveness.

1

1
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Story:
The night before my Taiwanese roommate was going to be baptized, she came to talk to me because she was concerned about the fact that she 
still had questions about the Bible. She reasoned that she shouldn’t be baptized if she didn’t understand everything. In that moment, she didn’t 
need me to answer all her questions; she needed me to assure her that I still have questions, too, even after being a Christian my whole life. I 
reminded her that baptism is not a graduation or an act of obedience that we perform for God. Baptism is God’s gracious action to save us – not 
because we have earned it but because Christ won for us salvation.

Part 3: The Power of Our Witness (1 Thes. 2:4 and 13)
Mission belongs to God and begins in His heart. This is important for so many reasons. It takes away the pressure (and the temptation to pride!) to 
know that God is the agent of Mission. 

Discuss: Why is it hard to be vulnerable with other people? What are the challenges of building relationships on a short-term trip? What are ways to 
address these challenges? 

Perhaps one of the fears you mentioned in the opening questions was not knowing the best way to share your faith or how to convince someone of 
the truth of the Gospel. We can always grow in our missional skills with the goal of not putting up barriers to the Gospel, but we can’t make anyone 
believe. Only God can do this! Our job is to be faithful to God and speak the Gospel He has entrusted to us. It’s God’s job to work faith.

The power of mission comes from the Word and the Spirit. And this is incredible power!

Read: 1 Thessalonians 1:5, Isaiah 55:10-11, and John 14:26

How can you be vulnerable in your daily relationships at home? How can this openness and honesty allow God to be glorified?

Discuss: Think about what your trip will look like and what you will be doing (as far as you know). Where will you have opportunities to share God’s 
Word? What role will prayer play in your preparation, time of service, and continued connection to this ministry after you return to the US? Entrust all 
of these things to God knowing that the mission is His!

CLOSING PRAYER
Lord God, we praise You that You use us to share the Gospel. Thank you for giving us Your Word of power. May we glorify you in everything that we 
do. Jesus Christ, we thank you for your heart of love for all people, your incarnation and relational ministry, and the deep affection that you have for 
us and for all people. Give us your heart for all those we will interact with on this trip (including our teammates!). Holy Spirit, we praise you for 
working faith in our hearts and for working through the Word to bring faith to others. Be at work in and among us for the sake of the Gospel. Teach 
us all things and keep us always connected to Jesus. In His name we pray, Amen.
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1. Expectations influence mission trips; what are some of yours? Is it good/possible to have no expectations?

Serving with Eyes Wide Open
Chapters 3 and 4

CHAPTER 3

motivations you may have? How might you need to shift your perspective before the trip?

3.  What is the difference between going “on a mission trip” and living “missionally”? Which are we doing?

4.  Is it difficult for you to think about how to be “missional” in your life currently? How does that differ from how you think you’ll be on this trip?

2.  Of the common motivations mentioned from the book (It’s Biblical, Adventure, It’s Life-Changing, Changes Other Lives), which are 
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(Livermore 53) Do you think this statement is true or not? Explain your answer.
5.  “Expose kids to the needs of the world…and they’ll be much more engaged in serving their own communities when they come home.” 

“Is my cross-cultural work driven most by my desire to follow Christ or by my sense of 

adventure?” 

(Livermore 48-49)
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“We must not live as if God’s mission is somehow contingent upon our plans and strategies. God 

remains on the throne and continues his redemptive work with or without our frantic sense of 

urgency.” 

(Livermore 66)

1. What is your reaction to this quotation: “Urgency, taking charge, and making the most of every opportunity—it’s part of what it means to be 
American” (Livermore 61). How can these be positive traits and what are some pitfalls?

CHAPTER 4

2.  What can we take away from Jesus’s approach to “mission” that feels counter-intuitive to our American sense of urgency?

3.  What are possible examples of actions you may take while abroad that could have long-term implications? How can we think through those?
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What are some of the ways that being human makes it hard to follow God and be His witnesses? How might God use our humanity for His 

Part 1: The “Who?,” the “What?” and the “Why?” – The Light Coming Into the World (John 1:9) 

What do you hope to accomplish during your time in ____? What are your goals, ambitions, and/or plans for the trip?

Holy Father, we praise you for the way in which you seek out a relationship with each one of us, and we thank you for sending your Son Jesus to 
take on flesh. Even as we remember Jesus’s death that won for us salvation and eternal life, give us the grace to learn from his life on this earth as 
both true God and true man. Glory to you, O Christ, for your perfect life, your perfect love, and the way in which you make your Father known to us. 
In Your holy Name we pray, Amen. 

The WORD Among Us

OPENING PRAYER

Focus Bible Verses: John 1:9-18
Reading: Ch. 5-6 from Serving With Eyes Wide Open
Author: Zach Barz, MCN Mission Partner to Costa Rica

Theme: God desires a restored relationship with us and with ALL people. The ultimate expression of this truth was Jesus, the Word, coming into the 
world to live as one of us and to make God known. In the incarnation of Jesus we have the perfect example of how to live and engage with others in 
relationships full of grace and truth. God invites us into this same type of incarnational ministry even as we remember that He has been at work in 
the lives of all those around us long before we arrive on the scene.

In this first chapter of John, we read something truly astounding: the Word – Jesus – who is Himself God and was with God at the creation of the 
world, was coming into the very world that He had created. This is incredible for a couple of reasons: 1) The world is a sinful place, full of rebellion, 
suffering and death – far from the perfection of heaven where our holy and perfect God sits on the throne, and 2) in no other religion do we hear 
about a God who pursues humanity and deigns to live amongst the sinful people of this earth.

Read Together:  John 1:9-18

OPENING QUESTIONS

GOING DEEPER

So why does He do it? Why does God – “the true light that gives light to everyone” (John 1:9, ESV) – come into the darkness of our world in the 
person of Jesus Christ? 

purposes?
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The answer comes down to relationship. In the beginning, when God created the world and all that was in it, including man and woman to inhabit 
this earth, God and man had a perfect relationship. There was no sin to separate us from God, God and man walked together in the garden, and “it 
was very good” (Genesis 1:31, ESV). The fall into sin broke this perfect relationship, however, and everything changed. But God, even there in the 
garden, already had plans to send His Son to redeem His creation and restore our relationship with Him.

That’s why the Light came into the world. God desired to seek us out, even knowing what would happen to His Son Jesus. John tells us that “the 
world did not know him,” and “his own people did not receive him” (1:10-11, ESV). But God wanted His family back, and “to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God” (v 12, ESV). 

Discuss: How does it make you feel to think about a Heavenly Father who so desired a restored relationship with you that He sent His Son into the 
sinful world? How does this understanding of a God who pursues His people affect the way that we see everyone else around us?

The story of redemption, then, is about more than just conversion. The story of Jesus coming into the world is about adoption. Jesus came 
because God wants a relationship with each and every one of us.

Part 2: The “How?” – The Word Became Flesh and Moved Into the Neighborhood (John 1:14) 
We know, then, that from the beginning God has desired a restored relationship with us, His children. In light of this incredible truth, the manner in 
which God chose to deliver to us the message of His redemption is really important. Rather than shout this message from the heavens or write it in 
the clouds, God instead sent His Son, the Word, to become flesh and carry out His plan of salvation, paying the price for our sin and showing us the 
relationship that our Heavenly Father desires to have with us.

In The Message version of the Bible, John 1:14 is translated like this: “The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood.”

This one verse describes the essence of the incarnation, the embodiment of God in human flesh. Jesus became man and came to live among us as 
one of us. He started out as we all do, as a helpless baby, and progressed through all the same stages of child development before passing through 
those awkward teenage years and eventually reaching adulthood. Along the way, he had to learn the language, culture, and rules of social 
engagement just as any of us do. He was one of the neighborhood kids – a son, brother, classmate, and student – before becoming one of the 
neighborhood guys – carpenter, friend, and neighbor.

During his life on earth, Jesus was not just a deity in human clothing; he was (and is) fully and truly man while still fully and truly God. What this 
means is that in following Jesus we don’t have to try and be more godlike but can instead seek to fully live our human lives on this earth in the way 
that Jesus did. Pastor Hugh Halter, in his book Flesh,  puts it like this: “Incarnational living isn’t about trying to deny our humanness and appear 
godly. It is about humbly walking among our friends and letting them see how God is changing our humanness” (84). 

Later on, he continues, “We matter in God’s incarnational kingdom. We enjoy Him, we reflect Him, we bring glory to Him, and we become more like 
Him all the time! And in the end, it is Christ in us who is the hope of glory, the hope of the world! So go and be human and let God be God” (Halter 95-
96). 

The incarnation of Jesus redeems our own humanity such that even as sinful and imperfect people, God uses us for the purposes of His Kingdom. 
In our own specific contexts – with the relationships, vocations, and gifts that God has given us – we, too, can participate in incarnational ministry.

Discuss: What intrigues you the most in thinking about Jesus growing up like any of us and living on this earth as a fixture in the neighborhood? 

Halter, Hugh. Flesh: Bringing the Incarnation down to Earth. David C. Cook, 2014.1

1
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Jesus’s humanity means that not only does he understand the struggles of life as a human, but also that in his life and ministry on this earth, we 
have the perfect model to emulate in our own lives. Let’s examine a few key aspects of Jesus’s incarnational ministry during his time on earth.

How does it change the way that we view our calling as Christians to focus less on appearing godly and instead focus more on living fully human in 
the manner of Jesus?

1. Jesus’s method of ministry was relational, not transactional. 
A transactional approach to ministry focuses on what we can get out of each conversation, interaction, and relationship with the goal 
of achieving our own agenda. A relational approach, on the other hand, always focuses on people first. With inarguably the most 
important mission of any man to walk the earth, just three short years of time in ministry to accomplish his task, and only a small 
group of followers, one would think that Jesus should have been under more pressure to get done as much as he could before his 
death. Yet we see in all of Jesus’s interactions with people that he never allowed any agenda or goal to come before genuine 
relationships. In the account of the woman with the flow of blood who touched Jesus’ garment amidst the crowd, for example (Mark 
5:24-34), Jesus was not content to just heal the woman without also stopping to establish a relationship with her and speak words of 
grace to her directly. From the life and ministry of Jesus we see that people are not projects to be worked on, nor simply pagans to be 
converted, but rather people to be loved.

         2.   Jesus lived a life full of both grace and truth.
In the second half of John 1:14, we read, “we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth” (ESV). 
Oftentimes as Christians we have trouble reconciling these two seemingly opposing ideals of grace and truth. When confronted with 
issues of sin in the lives of those around us, we tend to view our options as black and white: either we condemn and convict on the 
basis of truth, or we condone and turn a blind eye to sin in the name of grace. Jesus, on the other hand, perfectly embodied both grace 
and truth in his earthly ministry. He was sinless yet called a friend of sinners, perfectly holy yet inviting rather than judgemental. In the 
way that Jesus loved, listened, and spent time with people regardless of their sin, he communicated grace and open arms of welcome. 
And then when the time came, Jesus spoke, and people listened to his words of truth, they repented, and they turned from their sin.

         3.   Jesus communicated love to others with his eyes and ears just as much as he did with his mouth.

Whether in a ministry setting or daily life, we are often quick to speak and slow to really listen. This is especially true when we have an 
important message to share (like the Gospel!) and (we think) we know what someone needs. However, when we walk into a situation, 
especially in a cross-cultural context, with our eyes and ears closed to the reality of someone else’s experiences, we often miss the 
mark. Here, too, we can learn from Jesus’ example; he met people where they were at, he listened to their stories, and he was truly 
present with them. In short, he loved them with his eyes and his ears.

Consider the rich young man who approached Jesus in Mark 10 to ask how he might inherit eternal life. Mark 10:21 tells us that “Jesus, 
looking at him, loved him” (ESV). Jesus felt love for the young man as he looked at him, yes, but he also loved him through the very act 
of looking at him. He cared for this man’s soul by giving him his undivided attention, meeting him where he was at, and dignifying his 
questions and concerns.

For further reading: John 4:1-30 (Jesus and the woman at the well); Luke 7:36-50 (Jesus anointed by a sinful woman); Mark 5:24-34 (Jesus healed a 
bleeding woman)

Discuss: What elements of incarnational ministry do you notice in each of these three stories? How does Jesus interact with the different women? 
How might we have reacted differently in those circumstances?
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At the end of this section of John 1, we see the other important piece of the incarnation; it is the key to our restored relationship with God the Father. 
John 1:18 tells us, “No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known” (ESV). Coming to know God only 
happens through a relationship with Jesus Christ. Because Jesus became flesh and died for our sins, we can know God and enter into a right 
relationship with Him.

CLOSING PRAYER
Incarnate God, we give you praise for the way that you make yourself known and share yourself with us, your people. We pray that you would give to 
us your same heart for the world, that we might learn to love as you do. As we go forward in faith, remind us that you walk ahead of us, beside us, 
and behind us and that you are at work even now in the hearts of those we will meet along the way. We love you, Lord! In Jesus’s name we pray, 
Amen.

It’s important to note that Jesus, though he ascended into heaven after rising from the dead, is still the Incarnate God – true God and true man. This 
is why Jesus can still give to us his body and blood during each celebration of the Lord’s Supper. This also means that Jesus is still making God 
known; He is still the one and only path to a restored relationship with the Father. 

If it is only through Jesus that God is made known, what does this mean for our role in the process? The truth is that we do have an important part to 
play, as God chooses to invite us into His mission and use us for His Kingdom work, but we are by no means responsible for the process. It is not up 
to us to change people, convert them, or “win souls for Christ.” Our job is to point others to Jesus, to bring glory to the Father, and to trust in and 
pray for the work of the Holy Spirit. 

Part 3: The “Now What?” – Jesus Has Made God Known (John 1:18)

For the entire duration of human history, God has been at work in the hearts and lives of His people, pursuing us and seeking us out. For each 
person that we meet and each person that we point to Jesus, God has already been at work in their life long before we ever showed up. We can take 
comfort in this truth as we begin to engage in incarnational ministry and are confronted with fears, doubts, or insecurities about our own 
inadequacies. To quote Hugh Halter once more, “I find some peace in knowing that God has always showed up before me, that He will be there after 
I’m gone, and that He loves these people infinitely more than I and will continue to pursue them after my life has rubbed up against theirs” (110).

Praise God!

Discuss: How does it make you feel knowing that God has been at work in the hearts of those people whom you will be serving long before this 
upcoming trip and will continue to be at work after you leave? Does this knowledge change how you view the goals or work that you are hoping to 
accomplish during your trip?

Discuss: What stands out to you the most about the way in which Jesus carried out his earthly ministry? In what ways can you emulate these 
aspects of Jesus’s incarnational ministry during your upcoming trip?
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1. Thinking about the people in _________ and our lives in the U.S., in what ways do you think we are the same?

Serving with Eyes Wide Open
Chapters 5 and 6

CHAPTER 5

3.  What does it mean to generalize? How is that dangerous? Why is it important to differentiate between culture and personality?

4.  How might our widened perspective improve the way we engage and serve?

2.  How might we be different? 
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us at all” (Livermore 74).

“We can find common ground not only with Christians everywhere but with all our fellow image 

bearers in the world . . . but we’re wise to discover and embrace the differences between us as 

well! It’s part of serving with eyes wide open.”

(Livermore 76)

5.  After spending time with these questions, what are your thoughts when you read the following quotation? “They are just like us but not like 
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“We elevate the Bible when we seek to understand the life experiences and cultural settings of 

biblical authors and characters. That in turn helps us to discern what it looks like to live out God’s 

presence in different cultural settings today.” 

(Livermore 63)

1. What is the Bible?

CHAPTER 6

3.  What does it look like to live out God’s presence in different cultural settings today?

4.  Respond to this quotation. “Jesus is at home nowhere in this world, yet everywhere” (Livermore 87).

2.  How does your culture influence how you interpret Scripture?
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Part 1: Go in humility (1 Corinthians 2:1-5)

What are you most excited about when you think about serving cross-culturally? 

 Heavenly Father, you have created a beautiful and diverse world full of people who live and think in different ways. Thank you for the chance to 
learn more about this world you have created and to work alongside people that you love. Help me to shine your love. In Jesus’s name we pray. 
Amen.

Cultural and Spiritual Humility

OPENING PRAYER

Focus Bible Verses: 1 Corinthians 2:1-5
Reading: Ch. 7-8 from Serving With Eyes Wide Open
Author: Amanda Groshek, MCN Mission Partner to Ukraine

Theme: Metropolitan Anthony writes, “There is no point in speaking to a man about spiritual things when he is starving – feed him. There is no 
point in saying that a man errs in his view of the world when we fail to provide him with the living experience of the Living God” (138-139, emphasis 
added).  When we serve cross-culturally, it’s important to serve with humility. Oftentimes there are differences in the ways things are done between 
two cultures. This doesn’t mean that one way is better than the other, just different. Be open to learning. Be open to sharing. Be open to being 
helped. All of these are ways that God can show his love to others through us.

Perhaps as you read these words of Paul, you think, “I am not worried about serving cross-culturally.” Maybe you already have some prior 
experience serving cross-culturally and you are excited to have the opportunity to do so, again. But maybe you are thinking to yourself, “I don’t know 
anything about serving cross-culturally.” Maybe the idea terrifies you, but you feel the call to go and you have answered. If you are in the latter 
category, don’t worry. You are not alone. 

Read Together:  1 Corinthians 2:1-5

OPENING QUESTIONS

GOING DEEPER

Being open and honest about the things we don’t know and going with a mindset that we don’t know everything (because we don’t) is a great way to 
open doors and hearts as we serve cross-culturally. Of course, as we get ready to set off and serve we want to have a clear idea of what we are 
bringing – yes, the message of God’s love! – and also some practical assistance or service; but more often than not, it’s not through eloquent 
messages but through how we live our lives that people around us see God’s love. This is equally true when serving cross-culturally. Going with a 
mind willing to learn a different way of thinking or viewing something is important. We are not there to promote our culture, but to share the love of 
God. 

Discuss: How does Paul describe his own attitude in going? 

Bloom, Anthony, and Gillian Crow. Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh: Essential Writings. Orbis Books, 2010. 1

1

Discuss: What might be a point or hobby that you could use to make a personal connection between yourself and the people you are going to serve? 

What is most daunting to you about serving cross-culturally?
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Being flexible is important when serving cross-culturally because often many of the societal rules that we take for granted in our own culture are 
different in the culture we are serving. We need to humbly realize that this will probably lead to us making some faux pas as we adjust to a new 
culture, no matter how hard we try. But this doesn’t mean that we don’t try and that we’re not flexible enough to learn. Paul points out that he is 
willing to be flexible in order to meet people where they are at and share the love of Christ with as many people as possible. 

Part 2: Be open to learning (Read: 1 Corinthians 9:19-23)

Discuss: What are some practical ways you will be able to show God’s love on this trip?

Being flexible also means not criticizing or comparing. Try to go into serving with a mind open to learn. Asking questions and being willing to learn 
about how another group does something shows that you are not trying to come in and impose your own ways on them but instead that you care. As 
the age-old adage says, “Actions speak louder than words.”  

Discuss: What are some areas (specifically related to where/who you’ll be serving) that might require you to be flexible? 

Paul points out that it is the Spirit who does the work, not human eloquence or wisdom. This truth is freeing because the task of converting people 
to Christianity doesn’t rest on us and our imperfect selves. Serving cross-culturally, when you may not have the language skills, people will be 
watching how you act more than listening to what you have to say. But even in this witness of action, God is the one doing the work! 

Part 3: The Spirit does the work (1 Corinthians 2:1-5)

Discuss: Why is Paul willing to go in humility and weakness?

Chances are that you will be served yourself by others as much if not more than you will serve others. Be humble enough to appreciate it and be 
helped graciously. Be flexible. Be willing to learn. Don’t just talk about God’s love, but let the love of God radiate from you knowing that the Spirit is 
surely working in the hearts of those around you.  

In the end, be excited! God has invited you to be a part of His mission and He can work through any imperfections or doubts that you may have. 

Discuss: Reflect on a time when you’ve had a chance to help others or you’ve had a chance to be helped by others in a time when you needed it. 
What were some of the unforeseen blessings of helping/being helped?

Humility, it has been said, isn’t thinking less of yourself; it is thinking of yourself less. The same is true with cultural humility. There is nothing wrong 
with feeling confident in the way that you do things, but as you serve cross-culturally, it’s important to be flexible and be able to learn from the 
culture that you’re serving in. You may go with set goals in mind and a purpose to help, but remember that how you act and respond to your hosts 
and the people you interact with is just as powerful a way to reflect God’s love. Don’t be afraid to ask questions and admit what you don’t know. It is 
the Holy Spirit who does the work of changing people’s hearts. 

CLOSING PRAYER
Dear God, we are so thankful for your invitation to serve across cultures. Guide our purposes and goals that they may bring glory to you. Help us to 
be open to sharing and learning. Thank you for this wonderful, diverse world that you have made. In Jesus’s name we pray. Amen.
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1. Who’s “poor”? In what ways do we determine that someone is poor?

Serving with Eyes Wide Open
Chapters 7 and 8 

CHAPTER 7

3.  In what ways are you poor and in what ways are you rich?

4.  What might it look like if on-the-ground ministry leaders helped us open our eyes to the real needs?

2.  How is this view on material poverty degrading?
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6.  How might our sympathy for fellow brothers & sisters in Christ in majority world places lead us to treat them in demeaning ways?

5.  How are the people in _______ already blessed?

“We resort to charitable giving as a way to ease our consciences rather than really entering into 

mutually enriching relationships with people who are financially poor” (Livermore 96).
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1. In what ways are you tempted to view things as an either/or?

CHAPTER 8

3.  How can we go into this experience with humility and maintain a humble attitude while on the ground?

4.  Do you have a long-term vision for what this trip is about?

2.  How can we look deeper, beyond surface-level observations?

5.  Is your vision broadening?

“Simplicity is endemic to short-term missions” (Livermore 107).
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Part 1: When rain falls into rivers and seas, it is insignificant, but when it falls on dry land, it is like the Word of God falling on 
our parched hearts and granting us grace, mercy, and forgiveness.

What is one of your favorite Bible promises? 

Dear Heavenly Father, through Holy Baptism You began Your good work in us, and You have blessed our growth in Your Word. We implore You to 
pour out Your Holy Spirit into our hearts and minds so that we can truly love and revere You, confess our faith with joy and boldness, endeavor to 
live according to Your commandments, and praise and glorify You as our faithful God and Lord; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

God’s Word Like Rain

OPENING PRAYER

Focus Bible Verses: Isaiah 55:10-11
Reading: Ch. 9-10 from Serving With Eyes Wide Open
Author: Ms. Libby CHAN Wai Yan, The Lutheran Church Hong Kong Synod, Director of Christian Education at Abiding Grace 
Lutheran Church.

Theme: There are still many people in the world who have not had the opportunity to hear the Gospel or have not yet believed the Gospel that Jesus 
Christ came to save us and to forgive all our sins. Even if the Bible is understood, there are many people who ignore the sweet and comforting 
message of the Gospel. Therefore, God's Word must be widely proclaimed. When we preach God's Word, we learn to understand what is meant by 
evil in the world and inside us. By confessing our sins, humbling ourselves, and seeking God's help, we can know how to seek refuge and comfort 
amid our deepest sorrows and needs.

“As the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the 
sower and bread to the eater…” (Isaiah 55:10, ESV)

Read Together:  Isaiah 55:10-11

OPENING QUESTIONS

GOING DEEPER

Discuss: Where is the dry land in your mission field, both at home and overseas? 

Do you think that the weather affects your mood? We might think of rain as untimely, extinguishing a once fiery heart. In fact, the rain as referred to 
in the Bible does not represent something annoying or negative, but rather grace given by God. No matter how powerful the earth is, it is incapable 
of producing growth on its own; it relies on rain to moisten the soil and make seeds sprout and grow. It is rain that makes the earth capable of 
bringing forth different things. God's Word is like rain nourishing us, comforting us, and strengthening our faith.

When have you felt spiritually dry? How has God’s Word sustained you through those times?
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When we realize our problems (as long as we are not lost, and still want our hearts to be ignited), let us return to God, who has always been there. In 
mission work, it is inevitable that we will encounter sad and distressed people and various hardships which can discourage us. When the human 
heart loses its fire, let us return to God. God's Word is true and powerful so that it can warm up and reignite the cold heart. 

This verse also teaches us that it is God and His Word that gives spiritual growth to all people, including those who don’t yet believe. Just as God’s 
Word is good for us, it also brings comfort to those who don’t yet know Jesus. It is the means through which the Spirit works faith, and so there is 
no pressure on us who proclaim the Word to convince people to believe. This is entirely God’s good and gracious work.

The promise of God comforts and sustains you through the Word of God in your daily life.
God does not tell us to do things according to our wishes or thoughts but rather instructs us as to how to serve Him and our neighbor through His 

Word.

Discuss: What are your plans for this mission trip? What challenges do you expect to face?

Maybe when we set out on a trip and feel that we are filled with God's pure and clear message, we think that everything is alright. It is easy to 
assume that we are safe – but challenges will come. Do you know that God's Word is stuck to your heart like sticky notes or Blue-Tack? Or attached 
to your heart with the strongest glue? Remember this because the devil is ready, ready to tear God's Word out of your heart. Maybe, it is better to 
really engrave God's Word on your heart. Just as God says that His Word is to bear fruit and is a blessing to us, the Word of His mouth will not return 
empty. If we use God's Word intentionally instead of doubting or mocking it, we will undoubtedly see the fruits of the Word.

God has given us His only Son, not to frighten the world, but rather to bring comfort to all human beings. We are already God's children, we have 
been baptized in His name, we believe in Christ, and the devil cannot harm us. God's Word can drive out the devil and give eternal peace. God's Word 
is like our indestructible shield, resisting and overcoming whatever challenges us. God's Word, simple and guileless, without any disguise, appears 
before us so that we can reflect on what seems insignificant and simple. All things come from God's majesty, power, and wisdom. Therefore, let go 
of distractive thoughts or fears and return to God, seeking His help, and He will definitely hear your prayers.

Discuss: From what sources might unbelievers look for spiritual refreshing rain, if they are not looking to God’s Word?

Technology is changing rapidly from everyday news to social media. Before people hear and accept the Gospel, they often endure endless labor and 
cost, trying to seek God's favor, but God's kindness cannot be earned or deserved in any way. God is now in His Word, bringing grace to His children, 
namely you and me. Unless people believe it, how can they drink from the pure spring of water, while languishing in the sewage?

We must make a clear distinction between God's Word and man's word. Man's word is a very weak and feeble voice. As soon as it is spoken, it 
quickly disappears. Conversely, the Word of God is greater than heaven and earth, greater than death and hell, because it is part of God's power and 
will endure forever. Therefore, we should diligently study God's Word, knowing and being confident that God Himself speaks to us through His Word. 
Treasure God's Word in yourself, listen to it, proclaim it, read it, write it out, or even sing it. Only then you will live within God's Word and keep 
yourself busy with God's Word.

It is a consolation to know that God is lifting up the weak so that they may not exalt themselves before Him but rather should recognize that God is 
the One who is doing everything through His Word and achieving victory for us.
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CLOSING PRAYER
Almighty and Gracious God, You want all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. Magnify the power of the Gospel in our hearts 
so that it may be to us the sacred truth for the blessing of all people. Enable Your Church to spread the good news of salvation. Protect, encourage, 
and bless all missionaries of the cross so that Christ, being lifted up, may draw all people to Himself, while the kingdoms of the world may become 
the kingdom of our Lord. Amen. 

Part 2: Because all growth depends on rain, rain and snow accomplish everything on the land, just as God has accomplished 
everything for us through His Word.

Discuss: What has God promised to you before going out into the mission field? Why is it important to cling to these promises?

As the saying goes, healthy people don't need doctors, only the sick. When our generation feels physical discomfort, we will immediately use Google 
to find out more about our physical condition, and usually, we get worried. Do we also search for materials such as commentaries or notes to help 
us to understand the Bible and to proclaim its message? The Bible is clear and easy to understand if we study it diligently. Scripture allows us to 
see, to feel, to grasp, and to understand faith, hope, and love. It also teaches us how to bring the true light of Christ into darkness.

“So shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in 
the thing for which I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:11, ESV)

If we continue to rely on our own reason instead of Christ and His Word, it will be difficult for us to understand people and events around us, let 
alone to understand God's deeds. The more trials and temptations we face, the better understanding of the Bible we can gain. Regardless of the 
problems (personal, financial, political, educational, behavioral, etc.), with which you are confronted, you can always look forward to the results 
brought about by God's Word because God is the One who speaks and acts through His Word.

God’s Word comforts all hearts and shields them from the sadness, distress, and confusion caused by the devil.

When we seek God, we will find Him in fellowship with those who keep His Word. As Christ said in John 14:23, "If anyone loves me, he will keep my 
word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him" (ESV). Nothing is simpler or clearer than these words of 
our Savior. Only the Word that comes out of God's mouth will never return empty. Because God's Word is so firm and effective, we believe in God 
and rely on His Word completely, as the first commandment teaches us, by entrusting our hearts and lives to Him and by giving Him thanks.
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1. What is “Knowledge CQ”? (Livermore 115)

Serving with Eyes Wide Open
Chapters 9 and 10

CHAPTER 9

“Clock Time” vs. “Event Time”  (pg. 118)

2.  Reflect on the following cultural perspectives. Where does our culture fall on each spectrum? Can you think of examples from your own life 
and experiences? Where does the culture you will be visiting fall? 

“High context” vs. “Low context” (pg. 120)

https://www.hofstede-insights.com/country-comparison/
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Individualism vs. Collectivism (p. 121)

Power Distance (p. 123)

Uncertainty Avoidance (p. 124)

“One of the greatest challenges that comes with gaining understanding about culture is that 

cultural knowledge is largely invisible” 

(Livermore 116).
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“Stepping back to think reflectively and question our assumptions is one of the biggest needs in 

short-term mission work” 

(Livermore 134).

1. What is “Interpretive CQ”? (p. 130)

CHAPTER 10

2.   What can you do to pursue Interpretive CQ? What might that look like? (p. 134) 
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Part 1: Jonah wasn’t in charge.

Define what a successful mission trip looks like.

Dear Heavenly Father, send your Spirit to open our hearts to learn to follow You into Your mission, that we find ourselves submitting to Your will and 
see You accomplishing Your work in and through us. In Jesus’s name we pray, Amen.

The Mission of God

OPENING PRAYER

Focus Bible Verses: Jonah 1 & 4 (Chapters 2-3 may be read for context)
Reading: Ch. 11-13 from Serving With Eyes Wide Open
Author: Rev. Dr. John L. Mehl, Executive Director of Mission of Christ Network

Theme: We are NOT in control of God’s mission. God is in charge. But – we have a part!

Look at Jonah 1.

Jonah chapters 1 & 4. 

OPENING QUESTIONS

GOING DEEPER

“Mission” comes from Latin and means “sending.” God sends Himself (to Abraham, to Noah, to Moses in the burning bush, and then through Jesus, 
the Spirit, and so on) and He sends us (John 20:21). As Christian people we know and understand that God’s mission is always to restore the right 
relationship that was lost between mankind and God after the Fall in Eden. God wants His family back. He wants all people to be with Him eternally 
in a perfect relationship. 

Jonah was sent, but he had decided that the Ninevites didn’t need to hear God’s Word. There are likely a lot of reasons why, not the least of which is 
that the Ninevites would likely never be part of the political Israel. Not only was Jonah trying to make decisions about who would have a restored 
relationship with God, he was actively working to thwart God’s mission by running away. The distance from Jonah’s hometown of Gath-hepher to 
Nineveh is about 500 miles … about the same distance as the drive from Chicago to Memphis. Instead, the prophet Jonah chose to hide from God 
and go down to Joppa and get on a boat that was going 2500 miles in the opposite direction. This is farther than San Francisco is from New York!

What are you doing to ensure that the result of this trip is what you intend?
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While God does command us to go, we can find it easier to go to a different place and culture than to let our lights shine where we live, work, and 
play. What we want to avoid is the idea that we are somehow superior in any way. Jonah seems to have felt superior to the Ninivites. We can also 
sometimes feel this way if we are looking at levels of education or financial resources. God is interested in hearts that trust in Him, in an everlasting 
relationship. We are sent as poor beggars who have been made alive only by God’s grace, and we point other beggars to the same Savior.

Discuss: What can we do to be reminded that we, like those we go to serve, are totally dependent upon God and His salvation in Jesus?

Part 2: God’s Mission Is Surprising
Read Jonah 1:14-16

Not only was Jonah not going to get away with fleeing from God, the LORD used him in ways that were unexpected. God doesn’t belong to Jonah, 
but the other way around. The heathen sailors heard Jonah’s explanation about what was going on and witnessed the powerful acts of God. Notice 
that in the end, they were not praying to some obscure “god,” but to the LORD … to Yahweh, the God of Israel. They believed. They made vows. They 
sacrificed to the LORD. Jonah was God’s instrument of grace in spite of himself and God brought those sailors into a relationship with Himself. 

Discuss: Can you think of a time when God surprised you by accomplishing His work in ways you hadn’t considered?

Discuss: Describe examples of how we rate some people as more deserving of receiving God’s grace and forgiveness than others. Who is your 
Nineveh? 

What are some ways we can expect to be surprised by God?
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CLOSING PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father, use us to be instruments in Your mission. Prepare us to be amazed at Your love for us and for all people. Fill us with your 
Spirit so that we can risk being out of control in places where only You are in charge, trusting that You can and will use us to accomplish Your will. 
In Jesus' name we pray this. Amen.

Discuss: Recognizing that the mission belongs to God, how do we guard against doing our own thing instead of following Him in His work?

Notice how the verbs that matter describe God’s action. God appoints (prepares, designates, arranges) the plant, worm, and wind. God is not only 
concerned about the Ninevites, but also about Jonah and his understanding of God’s love for all people. Though we title this book “Jonah,” it is truly 
a story of God in charge of His mission as He demonstrates His love and action to reclaim His family. 

God directs His mission. The mission of salvation for all is His. We have the privilege of being His instruments in this task, and He invites us to 
follow Him into the fields where He is already working and will continue to work, even after we are gone. 

Part 3: God is in charge…the main actor in His mission.
Reread Jonah 4.

Discuss: Tell about a time when you thought God was too gracious. Why do you think we want to limit God’s forgiveness and love?
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1. What is “Perseverance CQ”? (p. 142)

Serving with Eyes Wide Open
Chapters 11, 12 & 13

CHAPTER 11

2.  Why is it not enough to simply be motivated to do short-term missions? (p. 144) What else is needed to nurture Perseverance CQ? (p. 146)

“The challenge is how we align our motivation with what we are growing to understand about a 

culture” (Livermore 146-147).
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1. What is “Behavioral CQ”? (p. 154)

CHAPTER 12

2.  In what ways is good Behavioral CQ an outcome of nurturing the other three aspects of CQ? (p. 156)

“Behavioral CQ is being sensitive and appropriate with our actions and behavior as we engage in 

a new culture, not as chameleons, but in an attempt to empathetically relate to our fellow human 

beings by interacting in meaningful and appropriate ways” 

(Livermore 154).
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1. What does shema mean, and what was it in Jewish tradition? Why is it important for us? (p. 166)

CHAPTER 13

2.  Review the “Ten Starting Points for Doing Short-Term Missions with Cultural Intelligence” on pages 168-174. What stands out to you?

“Love for people and love for God has to drive our short-term mission work” 

(Livermore 167).

3.  Reflect on the following quotes from the book: “We don’t do short-term missions because we’re shamed into it or because we’re looking for 
 something to do over spring break. It’s part of joining God in the worldwide revolution he’s unfolding in places everywhere” (Livermore 175
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PART 2
Studies for On the Field 
Jesus’ Ministry & Parables

Photo Credit: Iantha Scheiwe Mission Partner in Hong Kong
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When anyone hears the message about the Kingdom of God and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in 
their heart. This is the seed sown along the path.

Soil #1 – The Path

Have you ever planted a garden to grow vegetables or flowers? What was involved in the process of growing these plants?

Tending the Soil

OPENING PRAYER

Focus Bible Verses: Matthew 13:1-8 & 18-23
Author: Gregory Holz, MCN Mission Partner to Cambodia
Theme: Just as gardening requires patience and ongoing effort in order to see growth, Kingdom growth takes time. Many people’s hearts need 
tending and preparing before they are ready to receive the Word of God. Evangelism has to be followed by long-term discipleship. But even though 
our efforts may fail, God can produce growth beyond what we could ever imagine! 

Read Together: Matthew 13:1-8 & 18-23

OPENING QUESTIONS

GOING DEEPER

Discuss: Have you ever tried to share the Word of God with someone, only to be rejected by them? Or perhaps you were trying to serve someone and 
were met with resistance. How did you choose to respond? Did you give up and move on to the next person or resolve to continue reaching out and 
serving them in spite of their resistance to being served or hearing the Gospel?

Discuss: What can we learn from the example of the gardener about how to treat those whose hearts are not yet ready to receive the Word of God?

Dear Heavenly Father, give us patience and understanding. Help us to faithfully serve the people around us, trusting that the growth is in Your 
hands. Thank You for growing the seeds of faith in our hearts. May our faith produce an abundant harvest as we share Your Word with others. In 
Jesus’s name we pray, Amen.

When the gardener chooses to grow a garden, first he chooses the spot. The soil may be dry, hardened, and packed, or it may be covered in grass 
and other plants. Rarely is it ready to be planted. First, he takes water and pours it out over the soil, softening it up and patiently allowing the water 
to soak through. He then takes his shovel or hoe and begins the steady process of breaking the soil and turning it over. Over the course of hours, 
maybe even days, he steadily works his way in rows across the garden and loosens up the soil, making sure it is ready for a seed.
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Soil #2 – The Rocky Soil

Discuss: Share a story of someone you know who fell in love with the Lord, but quickly fell away.

Read 1 Peter 3:13-16. Peter describes the kind of attitude we should have in witnessing, regardless of how our witness is received.

Missionaries will say from experience that it takes many people multiple times of hearing the Gospel message before they come to faith. Most 
young Christians can point to numerous people who shared Jesus with them over the years before they, too, became a believer. Some people even 
attend a church for years before being ready to be baptized. Should we not also be prepared to speak to others with gentleness, respect, and 
patience?

The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the Word and at once receives it with joy. But since they have no roots, they last only 
a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the Word, they quickly fall away.
Many of us have known people who have come to the Lord, only for them to fall away after a short while. We often find ourselves so excited and 
caught up in the thrill of evangelism that we may ignore the much longer process of discipleship. A new person has been saved! We feel the urgency 
of moving on to the next person, to ensure that we share the Gospel with as many people as possible, but in doing so, we may not realize that for all 
the conversions we have achieved, very few have led to a life of faith.

When the gardener chooses his plot of soil, especially if it is a new plot, he must take time to pull out the rocks. Sometimes there may be many 
rocks, sometimes very few, but it is usually a long and tedious process. If there are many small rocks, he may even need to take a mesh strainer and 
sift the dirt to remove all the rocks that would impede the growth of the plants.

Read Colossians 3:15-17. Paul describes how the Word of Christ dwells in us in practical ways.

Like pulling rocks out of the ground, discipleship may be a long, difficult process. It involves investing time and energy into those whom we are 
discipling.

Discuss: How often do you come back to the Word and seek God’s wisdom in times of struggle? Who equipped you or taught you where to look 
when you turn to Scripture?

Pulling out the rocks is like spending time in the Word. New believers need to have a deep root in the Word of God so that they, too, can stand in 
times of struggle and persecution. Because we know from Scripture that persecution will come, we need to be prepared to invest our energy in 
equipping new believers with knowledge and understanding of the Word of God.

Soil #3 – The Soil with Weeds
The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the Word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the 
Word, making it unfruitful.
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Discuss: What worldly worries have you faced recently? (bills, family struggles, health problems, etc.) How often do these things distract you from 
God?

Read James 2:14-17 to consider how our actions toward others relate to our faith.

The Word of God calls on us to be in communion with one another. Much of the book of Acts is about the early church and how they supported one 
another and cared for each other. Often in Cambodia it is said, “How can children hear the Word of God over the sound of their own stomachs?”

The last job of the gardener in preparing the garden is to pull out any weeds, but this is one job that continues throughout the life of the garden. 
Weeds keep on coming back. If they could be pulled up once and be done with, they wouldn’t be weeds.

Soil #4 – The Good Soil

Discuss: What worldly worries continue to come back to you? Who in your life are you able to approach that can help you bear these burdens?

But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the Word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, 
sixty, or thirty times what was sown.

Finally, after all that work, we have reached the good soil.

In ministry we need to commit to long-term care and love of those that we serve, gradually softening their hearts, taking time to teach the Word, and 
caring for worldly needs so that the Word of God has the best possible chance of taking root.

We are not committed to numbers because we recognize that in this parable many seeds were sown but very few took root and yielded a crop. 
Perhaps only 1 in 4 grew. If we go by the numbers, there will be many times that we are disappointed and discouraged. Often we will fail more than 
we succeed in ministry.

Read 1 Corinthians 3:5-9. It is God who gives all the growth.

We trust in the power of God to do things above and beyond anything we can imagine! We are but workers in God’s field, preparing the soil (the 
hearts of those we serve) so that God can make things grow. What is more amazing are the numbers at the end of the parable: a crop 100, 60, or 30 
times what was sown!

A stalk of wheat in the time of Christ would perhaps have only a dozen grains on it; with modern practices, a current stalk of wheat may have over 50 
grains on it.

When we do the math, if one in four seeds has taken root that means that on top of that stalk of wheat there may be 400, 240, or 120 grains!
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Discuss: Where in the ministry where you are serving do you see evidence of hard ground, rocks, or weeds? What might it look like to tend the soil of 
these hearts?

Ultimately, we need to remember that we can never see into the hearts of others and can’t judge whether or not faith will grow nor how. We should 
never consider someone not worth our time because we think we know what kind of heart they have. No, we don’t need to discriminate because 
there is no end of seed to be planted! We have an unlimited supply because we have been given an unlimited supply by God! We can go nuts with 
planting and tending the soil. 

What we as humans are capable of is mediocre at best, but by God’s power the results are beyond anything that can even be comprehended! When 
working in the mission field, we trust that God is working through us and that by tending the soil that is the heart, when the Word of God takes root, 
God will do amazing things!

CLOSING PRAYER
God, you know the hearts of every person around us here – and you know the soil of our hearts. Soften hard hearts. Deepen shallow faith. Root out 
the worries and cares that pull people away from You. … (add specific ministry prayers) … In Jesus’s name we pray. Amen.

Discuss: If your team’s trip includes more service projects than explicit Gospel proclamation, sowing the seed of the Gospel might look a little 
different. Consider your specific context. How can you approach the projects you are working on as preparing the soil for people to receive the 
Gospel? 
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1. What was a highlight?

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What was difficult?

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What surprised you?

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What questions are you carrying with you (about the trip, your teammates, the culture, people you’ve met, etc.)?

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Where did you see God and what did it show you about Him?

Daily Debrief Questions
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Describe the one you met in your community who is spiritually, mentally, or physically half dead.

Almighty and gracious God, you want all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. Magnify the power of the Gospel in our hearts 
that it may be to us the sacred truth for the blessing of all people. Enable your Church to spread the good news of salvation. Protect, encourage, 
and bless all missionaries of the cross so that Christ, being lifted up, may draw all people to Himself, and the kingdoms of the world may become 
the Kingdom of our Lord. Amen.

Part 1: Who is the priest or the Levite? Is it me?

Sharing God’s Mercy

OPENING PRAYER

Focus Bible Verses: Luke 10:25-37
Author: Rev. Simon KWAN Ying Leong, The Lutheran Church Hong Kong Synod, Senior Pastor of the Abiding Grace Lutheran 
Church, Coordinator of Short Term Missions, Director of Fieldwork Education at Concordia Theological Seminary.

Theme: Evil forces have robbed and wounded us, leaving us lying half-dead. We struggle for life and do not know what is best for us. We cannot 
help others, even ourselves. Without Christ, we would have to die in great misery and distress. Christ shows us HIS love when we are weak. When 
through faith the Holy Spirit is given to us, our hearts are strengthened, and we may share God’s mercy with our neighbors and thus, glorify our Lord.

Read Together:  Luke 10:25-37

OPENING QUESTIONS

GOING DEEPER

In China, a 74-year-old grandmother who worked at a newspaper kiosk was robbed and injured for the second time. Her two daughters and her son 
have been trying to convince her to give up the stall, but she says she will continue running the business started by her mother many years ago. 
What would you say are her needs, as identified in this news story?

Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving 
him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he 

came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. (Luke 10:30-32, ESV)

Some Chinese put their love into action. They went to meet her at the kiosk. Some have been dropping 100 HKD (13 USD) notes for a newspaper. A 
six-year-old girl gave her all of lai see (red pocket money) which she received over the last two years. Another man is installing a security camera at 
the kiosk for free. A Christian organisation offered her free meals and accommodation but she refused. Do we know her needs? Maybe this lady 
doesn't even know her own needs.

Every day is a new opportunity to receive God's mercy and love. Please share one memorable instance when God showed HIS mercy to you.
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Discuss: What are the needs of the people in your mission field? Are their needs really what you think they are?

Part 2: Who is the Good Samaritan? Is it me?

On a daily basis, as we hear so many news stories like this, where are we? Most of us are like the priest or the Levite passing by on the other side 
with some excuses.

And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to 
where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his 

own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, “Take 
care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.” (Luke 10: 25, 30-32, ESV)

The central question in the parable is “what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”

There are many wicked people who are proud of external things, who wish to justify themselves and to make themselves devoted in order to inherit 
eternal life by their own works, as this lawyer and the Levite here did. We can never be the Good Samaritan in this parable. We cannot do good works 
to inherit eternal life.

Then, who is the Good Samaritan?

Discuss: How should we deal with our excuses for not doing acts of mercy in the mission field – or in our own neighborhoods?

This Samaritan is our Lord Jesus Christ himself, who has shown His love towards God and neighbor. He showed His love towards God by being 
obedient to him; He came down from heaven and became man, and thus fulfilled the will of his Father. He showed His love towards neighbor, by 
preaching, doing wonders and healing the sick immediately after his baptism. In short, whatever Jesus did was centered not on Himself but rather 
on His neighbor.

Then, who are we?

We are the half-dead man in the ditch who looks up to see the loving face of our Lord Jesus Christ coming to us. 

Part 3: Our heart is moved to share God’s mercy as Jesus Christ shares HIS mercy with us.

“We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has 
seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.”

 (1 John 4:19-21, ESV) 

Christ, the true Good Samaritan, takes the poor man to Himself as His own. He approaches him and does not require the helpless one to come to 
Him because there is no merit, only pure grace and mercy. He binds up his wounds, cares for him, and pours on oil and wine; this is the whole 
healing of the Gospel from beginning to end.

Discuss: Do you want to be the half-dead man in the ditch your whole life? 
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CLOSING PRAYER
Eternal Father, who gave your Son to be the Savior of all, may the pure light of His Gospel triumph over the darkness of idolatry in the world. Revive 
the mission spirit of Your Church so that all your people yearn for the conversion of humankind. Lift our hearts so that there will be more prayers, 
gifts, and personal service to advance Your Kingdom. Protect the messengers of the Gospel in all dangers; guide them through all perplexities; give 
them wisdom, strength and courage to proclaim the grace of our Lord Jesus in word and life; use them for His cause and for His name so that all 
would prosper and glorify you both now and forever. Hear us for Your Son's sake. Amen.

Without faith and without Christ, human nature and human strength are much too weak to do any good works, but with faith, we are empowered by 
God, not with a mere knowledge of historical events but rather with His Spirit. God is gracious to us and uses us to be gracious to others. Jesus is 
still alive! 

CONCLUDING EMPHASIS POINT
Jesus Christ is the Good Samaritan who shows HIS mercy to us. We were half-dead and have been saved by HIS grace through faith. 

Let us act before our God in faith — with a pure heart filled with the Spirit — and towards our neighbors, by loving as we have been loved; and let us 
not wait until our neighbor seeks any kindness from us or asks us for something, but let us approach and meet him or her with kindness and freely 
offer whatever is needed.

God is love, he binds your wounds and equips you in the mission field. What does it mean to you that He turns your face towards Himself by grace 
through faith?

Through faith, the Holy Spirit is given to you and your heart is moved to share God's mercy. What opportunities do you see in the mission field now?
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1. What was a highlight?
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3. What surprised you?

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What questions are you carrying with you (about the trip, your teammates, the culture, people you’ve met, etc.)?

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Where did you see God and what did it show you about Him?

Daily Debrief Questions
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Dear Jesus, please open my heart and mind to be guided by the Holy Spirit to make choices pleasing to you as I witness. Help me not to reject a 
person because he or she is different from me. Help me to be open, inviting, and hopeful as I witness. Help me to trust that it is you working 
through your Word that changes people. In Your name I pray, Amen.

Part 1: Who should be invited?

Describe a time you made a list of work to be done only to find at the end of the day you left a very important job that needed to be done off 
the list.

All Are Invited!

OPENING PRAYER

Focus Bible Verses: Luke 14:12-24
Author: Rev. Dr. Paul Muench, former missionary to Papua New Guinea and Russia

Theme: When we are bringing the Word of God to people who are not yet Christian, we are going to make choices. For us to be faithful to God’s 
calling, we need to follow God’s guidance in making those choices. This study is titled “All Are Invited” because it is meant to encourage you to 
make God pleasing choices.

Read Together:  Luke 14:12-24

OPENING QUESTIONS

GOING DEEPER

We are most likely to invite family, friends, and people who are important to us. Jesus is encouraging His host to expand his invitation list.

Discuss: What people are you most likely to talk with, want to meet again, or invite to your home? What are the benefits of interacting with these 
people?

Then He told the man who had invited Him, “When you invite people for lunch or dinner, don’t invite only your friends, family, other relatives or rich 
neighbors. Otherwise, they will return the favor.”  (Luke 14: 12, GW)

When in daily life do you interact with people who are not like you or do not have similar interests to you? How often do these people 
become friends or guests in your home?
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Part 2: Group One – the logical target group

“One of those eating with Him heard this.  So he said to Jesus, ‘The person who will be at the banquet in God’s kingdom is blessed.’” (Luke 14:15, GW)

Jesus said to him, “A man gave a large banquet and invited many people.  When it was time for the banquet, he sent his servant to tell those who were 
invited, ‘Come!  Everything is ready now.’

This guest had apparently been around Jesus before and therefore assumed Jesus was talking about God’s Kingdom when giving the advice about 
inviting guests.

“Instead, when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the handicapped, the lame, and the blind.  Then you will be blessed because they don’t have any way 
to pay you back. You will be paid back when those who have God’s approval come back to life.” (Luke 14:13-14, GW)

Discuss: What people would most likely be on your list of people not invited?  Why? What “pay” do you usually expect when you invite people on 
your “not ought to invite” list?

Discuss: Given the parable Jesus tells next, is it appropriate to think Jesus’s advice about invitations is related to inviting people into God’s 
Kingdom?

“Everyone asked to be excused.  The first said to him, ‘I bought a field, and I need to see it.  Please excuse me.’  Another said, ‘I bought five pairs of 
oxen, and I’m on my way to see how well they plow.  Please excuse me.’  Still another said, ‘I recently got married, and that’s why I can’t come.’” 

(Luke 14:16-20, GW) 
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Read Luke 18:18-30. This account in Luke tells us of an official who was asked to follow Jesus.

If Jesus was talking about inviting people to come into the Kingdom of God, what might this part of the parable suggest? 

Discuss:  What kind of feelings have you experienced when a relative or friend did not come to an event which you felt strongly they should attend? 
Would you have been even more upset if the excuse they gave was very weak? 

Discuss: What prevented the official from following Jesus? What is the answer to the disciple’s question, “Who, then, can be saved?”

For an event like this large banquet, it was the custom to give a preliminary invitation so people invited to come would be prepared, similar to the 
way we send out wedding invitations.  Then when the banquet was ready the servant went to say, “Come now.” 

Should we attempt to witness to rich and/or important people?  Explain your answer using the text you read.
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How might you witness to someone who apparently has experienced God’s anger?

Discuss:  Why was the master angry? Does God become angry when people reject His invitation to come into His kingdom? How might God’s anger 
be evident in the lives of those who reject God?

“The servant went back to report this to his master. Then the master of the house became angry. He told his servant, ‘Run to every street and alley in 
the city! Bring back the poor, the handicapped, the blind and the lame.’”  (Luke 14: 21, GW)

It is important that you listen to the person who has experienced God’s anger in order to know how they react.  If the person arrogantly continues to 
reject God, it is important for you to lovingly show them God’s plan for humans, the law.  If they are humbled by what has happened to them, they 
may be open to hearing the Good News about Jesus.

Part 3 – The illogical target group
“The servant said, ‘Sir, what you’ve ordered has been done. But there still is room for more people.’

Then the master told his servant, ‘Go to the roads and paths! Urge the people to come to my house. I want it to be full. I can guarantee that none of 
those invited earlier will taste any food at my banquet.’” (Luke 14:22-24, GW)

The servant was faithful and did what the master asked. He had brought the poor, the handicapped, the blind, and the lame in the city but there was 
still room for more people at the banquet. So, the master gave an even more radical request. “Go to the roads and paths.” Go beyond the city and 
find more people to come.
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CLOSING PRAYER
Oh, Lord, open my heart, my mind, and my eyes to see who should be on the invitation list you have asked me to carry out. Give me the wisdom, the 
courage and the endurance to constantly be stretching my list. Bless my searching, my speaking, my serving so that the heavenly banquet will be 
full. In Jesus’s name we pray, Amen.

Discuss: What is the implication for the Kingdom of God when we hear that the master wants the banquet hall to be filled? 

What impact should this parable have on our plans for outreach? The master “stretched” his invitation plans several times.  How might “stretching” 
become a regular part of your outreach plans? What might this (or has this already) looked like in the context of your specific mission trip?

“He (God) wants all people to be saved and to learn the truth.” (I Timothy 2:4, GW) As servants of God working as missionaries for His kingdom, we 
should honor God’s desire. We do this by not eliminating anyone from God’s invitation list. As we make our plans for the year, for the month, for the 
day, we should always try to expand our invitation list. Who have we missed? Why were they missed? What is the next group, category, culture of 
people we should be trying to invite into God’s kingdom?
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Gracious Heavenly Father, as we gather at the feet of Jesus through His Holy Word, we ask Your Holy Spirit’s guidance. Grant us open hearts and 
minds as we are reminded in this study of Christ’s humility and attitude of service. In Christ’s Holy Name, Amen.

Self-Reflection: Am I willing to be taught by God on this trip? Am I willing to set aside my ways to follow His ways?

Feet First

OPENING PRAYER

Focus Bible Verses: John 13:1-9, 12-17
Author: Rev. Robert Flohrs, MCN Mission Partner Care

Theme: Living and Serving in Christ-like Humility

Read Together: John 13:1-9; 12-17

OPENING QUESTIONS

GOING DEEPER

Let’s set the scene. It’s the evening of the Passover, time for the Passover meal. This is the meal that all Jews ate every year to commemorate the 
time when the Lord brought Israel out of bondage in Egypt. It was a special occasion, solemn and sacred. Jesus desired to eat this Passover with 
His disciples. They would have the meal in Jerusalem, and they would need to find a place where they could have it. Earlier that day, Jesus 
dispatched Peter and John to go to a certain house and get a large upper room furnished and ready. There they made preparations for the meal.

Discuss: Why was it necessary for Jesus to celebrate the Passover?

Discuss: Share anything you want to from your self-reflection. How can we follow Him better on this trip?
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APPLICATION
When has someone done an act of service that surprised you?

Discuss: What did Jesus mean when he told Peter “If I do not wash you, you have no part with me?” In what ways might we or others respond to 
Jesus like Peter did?

When they got to the upper room, the reclining couches for dinner were there, the meal was prepared, and somewhere in the room there was a jug 
of water, a wash basin, and a towel. This was nothing out of the ordinary. These items were for the purpose of washing feet. You see, in that culture 
it was customary that when you walked some distance to get to where you were going and you entered a house, you would take off your sandals 
and have your dirty, dusty feet washed. Either the host would provide the water and towel and you would wash your feet yourself, or if the host was 
well-to-do enough to have a servant, the servant would do it.

But on this night no one volunteered. This was the bunch, remember, that was concerned about status and who’s the greatest. These guys were 
worried about who gets the best seat, the most prestige. They were not thinking of how they could serve, especially when it came to a lowly, menial 
task like washing people’s feet. No one volunteered. How slow of heart they were to “get it,” even after all this time with Jesus. (Hey, you know, 
maybe they’re a little bit like us.)

So they sat down to dinner without anyone washing anyone’s feet. But at this point, Jesus did the unthinkable. He got up, he took off his outer 
garments, he rolled up his sleeves, he wrapped the towel around him, and he grabbed the water and the wash basin. What? What was he doing? He 
couldn’t be serious. This was crazy, shocking! Jesus, the dinner’s host, the head guy, humbling himself like that, taking the place of a servant? 
Jesus, the Master, the Teacher, was actually going to wash His disciples’ feet! This couldn’t be! This was just not done! It was beneath him!

The foot-washing points to the cross. Even the wording of our text points that way. Notice how John describes Jesus’s actions. It says, “He laid 
aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist.” Then afterward: “When he had washed their feet and put on his outer 
garments...” Notice that. John says that Jesus “laid aside” his garments and then “put them on” again. But he doesn’t use the common Greek words 
for taking off and putting on clothing. Instead, he says that Jesus “laid aside” or “laid down” his clothes and then “took them up” again. In fact, 
these same words occur a couple of chapters earlier, where Jesus talks about “laying down” his life and “taking it up” again (John 10:18). The same 
words.

Discuss: How are we blessed when we follow Jesus’s example of humble service?
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CLOSING PRAYER

Dear God, Jesus washed his disciples’ feet as a sign of service and compassion. Show us how to live and love in service and with compassion, for 
the sake of all your children. Amen.

None of the disciples volunteered to do the most menial task of washing feet, but Christ – Lord and Master – did. Where on this trip are 
there menial tasks that might be easy to miss (or unglamorous to volunteer for) but which could be opportunities to serve others in 
humility? What about when you return home?

How has God used this trip and this study to shape your attitude toward service?
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Dear God, open our hearts and minds to your words and the things you want us to hear today. Help guide this discussion for our growth in you, with 
each other, and as your servants! Amen.

Part 1 – You are already clean!

What happens to flowers that are cut from the ground? You know those beautiful bouquets you buy at the store . . . 

Apart from Jesus We Bear No Fruit

OPENING PRAYER

Focus Bible Verses: John 15:1-17
Author: Jennifer Edwards, former MCN Mission Partner to Slovakia

Theme: As followers of Christ we are called to go and share the Good News in word and deed with all nations. What a beautiful calling! However, 
we can only give as much as we have, so we must be continually connected with God in His Word and prayer to be able to continue to bear fruit. 

Read Together:  John 15:1-17

OPENING QUESTIONS

GOING DEEPER

How many times do we think we are starting from scratch in our faith lives? Maybe we’re struggling to find a regular rhythm with God in prayer and 
His Word; maybe we never had a healthy rhythm. It might feel a bit like we are starting from nothing and having to work to earn God’s approval 
before we can receive His blessings. But we don’t have to! We are unable to do enough to earn God’s grace.

“Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you” (John 15:3, ESV).

This is why verse three is important to focus on. It debunks some of those thoughts of having to start from our own strength and power; rather it 
reminds us that Jesus already did the hard work. We are already clean because of the words He has spoken to us! May that knowledge wash over 
you with peace and comfort.

Discuss: What word from Jesus makes us clean? How does this comfort or encourage you?

What happens in your own life when you’re “cut from the ground” (the ground being God)? When have you experienced this sense of being 
disconnected?
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Part 2 – Abide in My love.
“If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. These things I have 

spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full” (John 15:10-11, ESV).

In these verses, Jesus calls us into God’s perfect love, a love that brings perfect joy. This love and joy will carry us through all the ups and downs of 
life. Just like we cannot bear fruit without God, we cannot know true love and joy without Him! 

Discuss: How is God’s love different from the love we feel/experience from people on earth? Why is that distinction important when serving in God’s 
Mission, either internationally or in our own backyard?

We have been washed clean by Christ. We are starting fresh with the power and strength of God that we receive through Jesus. If we continue 
reading to verse 4, it says, “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you 
abide in me” (John 15:4, ESV). We are already made clean in Christ, but we cannot continue the work we are called to do alone! 

Discuss: What do these two verses teach us about both our own faith and our calling to share the Gospel with and show God’s love to all nations? 

We know God’s love is perfect. This is the same love that sent His one and only Son to die on the cross to pay the price for our sins! It is the love 
that gives us strength to travel to far away lands and tell people about the Creator of the world, showing through service and relationships the love 
of the One who loves us perfectly. We know that being imperfect humans we need this perfect love to fulfill our calling as sharers of the Gospel. We 
cannot bear fruit apart from God.

Discuss: How has this perfect love transformed your life?
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CONCLUSION
Apart from Jesus, we bear no fruit! 

Part 3 – I have called you friend
“No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from 
my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit 
should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. These things I command you, so that you will love one another” 

(John 15:15-17, ESV).

Jesus calls us His friends! We are co-heirs to the Kingdom of God. He chose us. The work we are doing was given to us from Him, the one who 
chose us and sent us! It all begins and ends with the Father – with the vine. So why would we ever try to do it alone? 

Discuss: How is being a friend of Jesus different from being a servant? Why is that difference important? 

May you find peace and rest knowing Jesus calls us friends and chose us to live this life. This life we live with Christ, this calling to share the Good 
News and the love of God with others, finds its beginning, continuance, and end in Jesus.

When we remain in the true love of Christ we have the ability, by His power, to do all things and to bear fruit – fruit that will abide. We have that 
power because Jesus has called us friends! 

Discuss: How does, or can, your daily life reflect this fact, that everything begins with Christ?

When we are left to our own strength and abilities, we are weak and imperfect. However, when we are joined with Christ regularly we can bear fruit 
that lasts. Here’s your challenge: create habits that ground your life in Christ first. Then you can go forward with the love and strength of God to 
share the Gospel with and show God’s love to all people! 

Discuss: What is something you can do each day to remind yourself of these truths we talked about today? (Not just while on a mission trip, but 
each and every day!)

CLOSING PRAYER
Dear God, thank you for the gift of Your Word so we may continue to learn more about You and grow in our relationship with You. Give us the 
strength we need to serve Your people wherever you may call us to go, and remind us of your perfect love each and every day! Amen.
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1. What was a highlight?

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What was difficult?

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What surprised you?

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What questions are you carrying with you (about the trip, your teammates, the culture, people you’ve met, etc.)?

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Where did you see God and what did it show you about Him?

Daily Debrief Questions
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Having read the Parable of the Talents, consider the following questions carefully.

Dear God, open our eyes to see You as You are and to see our lives as You do. We place our time, talents, possessions, and relationships in Your 
hand asking You to guide how we use these gifts. Give us clarity as we return home to continue to see each day as a gift to be used for Your 
Mission. Amen.

Part 1 – What are blessings?

How do you feel about preparing to go home? In what ways was this trip what you expected or not what you expected?

What Are Your Blessings?

OPENING PRAYER

Focus Bible Verses: Matthew 25:14-30
Author: Gregory Holz, MCN Mission Partner to Cambodia

Theme: Blessings are more than physical possessions. All people have been blessed by God for the sake of His Kingdom. Each gift we have been 
given is to be used for God’s glory and the good of our neighbor.

Read Together:  Matthew 25:14-30

OPENING QUESTIONS

GOING DEEPER

What situations usually cause you to say “I feel so blessed”? In what ways is it helpful or not helpful to use the phrase “feeling blessed” 
when talking about material gifts in your life?

Discuss: What are blessings? Why does God give blessings?
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Perhaps we need to begin reconsidering what we consider to be blessings. So often we consider blessings to be rewards from God, as if somehow 
we have earned His favor with our faithfulness or because we live in a “Christian” nation. Often we unconsciously assume that we have more 
material or spiritual wealth because we are God’s chosen, because we are better. However, when we spend time with Christians who do not have 
the same material wealth – or unbelievers born into the spiritual poverty of non-Christian families and societies where few people know Jesus – we 
have to stop and reconsider our understanding of blessings.

Discuss: Can you begin to name what blessings have been given to the people with whom you have spent time on this trip? In what ways are they 
the same or different from the blessings God has given you? How are your blessings the same or different from those of your neighbors back 
home?

To whom do all these blessings belong?

God gives each of us different blessings. However, as in the parable of the talents, those blessings are not ours. Blessings are what God has given 
to us so that we can steward them in faithful service to Him and His Kingdom. Each of us has been given different blessings according to what God 
wants us to do. 

Discuss: Take time to list together some of the blessings that God has given to you – both individually and as a group (church, family, school, etc.).

Part 2 – Know the Giver

The third servant describes his master harshly. He calls him a “hard man” (Matthew 25:24), a description implying the man is cruel, demanding, or 
violent. He blames his own failure on the master’s nature and so reveals his lack of relationship with the master. 

Our Master – God the giver of all talents – is not cruel or violent; He is not hard or demanding. Jesus invites us to Him by saying, “Come to me, all 
who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30, ESV).
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Discuss: Why is it important to know the true nature of our Master? (Remember what we talked about in the last devotion from John 15 – our 
Master has called us friends!) How does this change your attitude toward using the gifts He has given you for the sake of others?

When we serve God and use His blessings, He then continues to bless us with that which we need to accomplish His work.

Soon you will be going home. You won’t wake up every day with a specific missional task to complete or with the same clear reminder that you are 
in this place for the sake of sharing the Gospel. (Of course this missional calling is as true of your life at home as it is of the place where you have 
been on a mission trip, but it’s harder to remember when you are in your own culture and your own daily life.) It’s important to spend some time now 
thinking about how you will continue to be in mission after you leave the foreign mission field.

“Step 1: Make a list of the problems in your area. Then create a stack of index cards with one problem written on each card (loneliness, 
racism, toxic political discourse, etc.). These are your brokenness cards.

Part 3 – Making it practical

“For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance.” (Matthew 25:29, ESV)

In their book, The Symphony of Mission,  Michael Goheen and Jim Mullins suggest a game for creatively exploring how your various blessings (both 
big and small) might be used to meet the world’s needs. They say:

Step 2: Take a second stack of cards and write down all the resources that God has blessed you with (bike, front yard, baking skills, etc.). 
Be specific. Instead of writing “training/education,” write something like “bachelor’s degree in marketing.” These are your resource cards.

Step 3: Shuffle both stacks of cards and then draw one resource card and one brokenness card.

Step 4: Spend time brainstorming ways to use that specific resource to address that specific aspect of the world’s brokenness. 
Sometimes the combinations will be ridiculous – using a pancake recipe to help exhausted teachers isn’t a very likely mission enterprise 
– but it is surprising how this exercise can stir the imagination by forcing you to see new relationships between your assets and your 
neighbors’ needs” (pg. 176-177).

Goheen, Michael W., and Jim Mullins. The Symphony of Mission: Playing Your Part in God's Work in the World. Baker Academic, 2019. 1

1

As time allows, play this game now as a group, considering how you and your family (as well as your church or school) can use your gifts in God’s 
Mission at home.

CLOSING PRAYER
Gracious Master, you have heaped blessings on your creation. Help us to see the gifts big and small, material and spiritual that we have been given 
as pure grace, blessings that belong to you. Use us for Your Kingdom. Give us open hands and open hearts to offer all that we have been blessed 
with back to you and to all those around us. In Jesus’s name we pray, Amen.
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1. What was a highlight?

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What was difficult?

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What surprised you?

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What questions are you carrying with you (about the trip, your teammates, the culture, people you’ve met, etc.)?

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Where did you see God and what did it show you about Him?

Daily Debrief Questions
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PART 3
Post Field Sessions 

Joining Jesus On His Mission
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“And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered about him, and he was beside the sea” (Mark 5:21, ESV).

Heavenly Father, You desire that all people be baptized and saved from sin and death. You do not desire the death of one transgressor, but that 
sinners should turn from their evil ways and live with You in eternity. We humbly ask you to remember in mercy and love the unbelievers in our lives. 
Remember those who have never heard the way of salvation, and lead them to the knowledge of the truth of Jesus Christ. Grant that we, as 
messengers of Your Gospel, may reach many and bring them the sweet tidings of Your redeeming grace. Let the Spirit of truth work through the 
Holy Scriptures to bring the forgiveness of sins to the lost. Gather the lost into the fold of the Good Shepherd of our souls. In His name we pray, 
Amen.

Part 1: The Desperation of Need (Mark 5:21-28)

What were some of the needs you encountered on your trip? Consider both your own needs and the needs of the people you encountered 
there.

Seeing God at Work

OPENING PRAYER

Focus Bible Verses: Mark 5:21-43
Author: Stephanie Parkinson, former MCN Mission Partner to Slovakia

Theme: Human need for unbelievers is often evidence that the Kingdom of God is near, working to bring redemption. Jesus pressed near to people 
in need. We are called to do the same!

Read Together:  Mark 5:21-43

OPENING QUESTIONS

GOING DEEPER

What are some of the needs you see in your everyday life? Again, consider your own needs and the needs of the people around you. 

When was the last time you found yourself caught in a crowd? Maybe you were crammed onto an overstuffed form of public transport or attending 
a large conference or sporting event. Whatever it was, you know the feeling – voices buzzing and bodies brushing past, often too close for comfort. 
In a crowd it’s easy to feel overwhelmed and invisible, simply another faceless, nameless someone in a mass of strangers. There’s a forced 
anonymity that comes with being “one of the crowd”; put enough people in the same place and suddenly aspects of your identity are forced to take 
a backseat. Your background, career, status, wealth, even your name all cease to matter for a moment, or at least it can feel that way.

I imagine that was how it felt to be a part of the crowd pressing in around Jesus as he got off the boat in Mark 5. I wonder if Jairus – a man of 
status, a “ruler of the synagogue” – felt his earthly importance quickly lose any value as he became just another man pushing forward to see Jesus.

“Then came one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name, and seeing him, he fell at his feet and implored him earnestly, saying, ‘My little 
daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well and live.’ And he went with him” 

(Mark 5:22-24a, ESV).

Do you sense the desperation? Synagogue ruler or not, Jairus is a man whose world is crumbling beneath the weight of a looming disaster. His 
beloved little daughter is dying. I imagine him pushing forward through countless people towards Jesus, frantically trying to get the Savior’s 
attention. Did relief flood him as he finally broke free of the crowd to fall at Jesus’s feet? Did those watching marvel at seeing their synagogue 
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“And a great crowd followed him and thronged about him. And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, and who had 
suffered much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was no better but rather grew worse” (Mark 5:24b-26, ESV).

One of the most striking aspects of these two stories is the emphasis that is placed on touch. Jairus comes to Jesus with a specific request: 
“Come and lay your hands on [my daughter], so that she may be made well and live.” He asks Jesus not merely for his daughter to be healed, but to 
be healed through the personal nature of touch.

Here again Mark highlights the contrast between Jairus and the sick woman. While Jairus longs for the personal aspect of Jesus’s healing touch 
for his daughter, the woman still clings to her anonymity. Hiding in the crowd, she seeks contact with Jesus without the intimacy of his touch. We 
see Jesus’s great love for this woman in the fact that he doesn’t let her get away with it.  

“[Jairus] implored him earnestly, saying, ‘My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well and 
live’” (Mark 5:23, ESV).

leader in such a humble posture, crouched on the ground and pleading earnestly? Whatever thoughts crossed their minds, I think Jairus was too 
desperate to care. This was his last glimmer of hope, and it gleamed a little brighter when Jesus agreed to go with him.

Can you imagine anyone so different from Jairus on the surface? He is a religious leader; she is afflicted with an illness that makes her unclean, 
essentially a social outcast. Whatever worldly possessions she had have been lost in the search for a cure, all to no avail. Unlike Jairus in his 
desperation to get Jesus’s attention, this woman seems desperate to avoid attention. The crowd provides the cover she needs to get as close as 
she can without being noticed. To get close enough to Jesus is her only hope for healing.

Discuss: Spend some time reflecting on the similarities and differences between these two individuals. What stands out to you about each of 
them? In what ways can you identify with Jairus? With the woman?

There is something about suffering that levels the playing field for all of humanity, isn’t there? Suffering – true suffering – has the power to send a 
person to their knees, regardless of social standing, material wealth, or seeming self-sufficiency. There is a desperation that accompanies true 
human need, and we see that desperation made tangible – first in Jairus begging at Jesus’s feet, then in the woman’s boldness to join the crowd 
and press towards Jesus in hopes that she might touch the fringe of his cloak. 

Discuss: Can you relate? How have you seen the desperation of need in the lives of those around you? In your own life? 

Part 2: The Personal Nature of Touch (Mark 5:23, 27-34, 41)

Likewise, the woman knows there is healing in Jesus’s touch: 

“She had heard the reports about Jesus and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his garment. For she said, ‘If I touch even his garments, I 
will be made well.’ And immediately the flow of blood dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease” (Mark 5:27-29, ESV).
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“And Jesus, perceiving in himself that power had gone out from him, immediately turned about in the crowd and said, ‘Who touched my garments?’ 
And his disciples said to him, ‘You see the crowd pressing around you, and yet you say, “Who touched me?”’ And he looked around to see who had 

done it. But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling and fell down before him and told him the whole truth” 
(Mark 5:30-33, ESV).

I like to imagine the range of emotions that the woman must have gone through in the moments surrounding her healing. First, she was drowning in 
the despair of her circumstances, the only thing keeping her afloat the hope of healing through contact with Jesus. Then, she experienced a flood of 
relief as she felt her illness leave her, gone forever. But relief quickly gave way to fear as Jesus stopped to ask who touched him, then began to 
search for her among the crowd. No longer able to hide, she fell at his feet “in fear and trembling.”

Discuss: How do you imagine things would have been different for the woman if she had received healing without any personal interaction with 
Jesus?

Likewise, the rest of Jairus’s story provides further evidence of the Savior’s willingness to engage personally with needy people. Read the rest of 
the passage in Mark 5:35-43. Again, Mark seems to place special emphasis on Jesus’s touch.

“He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease’” (Mark 5:34, ESV).

Without this encounter, the whole story – and the woman’s life – would feel so different, wouldn’t it? She would have walked away free from her 
illness, but still feeling unseen. What a gift Jesus gave her and us by assuring her that his touch and her healing were not stolen in secret but were 
given freely, gladly, and with full knowledge. She didn’t have to hide anymore; she couldn’t even if she wanted to. 

Due to the nature of her illness, it’s safe to assume the woman hadn’t had physical contact with anyone in a long time. She would have been 
considered “unclean,” and by touching her, anyone else would have been made unclean as well (Leviticus 15:19). By being willing to be touched by 
her, Jesus shows her that He looks past the obstacle of her uncleanness and sees her. What a gift that the woman didn’t walk away with mere 
physical healing, but received the assurance that Jesus cared about her personally. Furthermore, by calling out the woman, Jesus restored her to 
the community publicly. She was no longer unclean, no longer an outcast.

“He put them all outside and took the child's father and mother and those who were with him and went in where the child was. Taking her by the hand 
he said to her, ‘Talitha cumi,’ which means, ‘Little girl, I say to you, arise.’ And immediately the girl got up and began walking (for she was twelve years 

of age), and they were immediately overcome with amazement” (Mark 5:40b-42, ESV).

Jesus shows his willingness to step into the sorrow and suffering of Jairus’s loss. He engages with Jairus’s daughter personally, taking her by the 
hand. Undistracted by the crowd that swarmed around him at the beginning of the passage, Jesus sees the need of one individual and his family, 
touching his dead daughter. And in his touch there is life. 

There is a beautiful glimpse of the Gospel in both of these stories. Just as Jesus made himself unclean by touching the woman, he makes himself 
unclean again by touching Jairus’s dead daughter (Numbers 19:11). This is exactly what Jesus does for us through His earthly life and His death. 
As Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:21, “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God.”

Discuss: If you had been a member of the crowd observing these two miraculous events, what might your reaction have been?
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There’s another character of sorts in these stories, though – the crowd. As soon as Jesus left the boat “a great crowd” was there to greet him (Mark 
5:21). When he agreed to go with Jairus, the crowd “followed him and thronged about him” (Mark 5:24). When he searched for the woman, the 
crowd was there looking on (Mark 5:30-31), and – though smaller in scale – there was enough of a crowd at Jairus’s house to create a commotion 
of crying and wailing (Mark 5:38).

Discuss: Does this resonate with you? How does missional living in your everyday life look different than it did on your trip? What challenges do you 
face in being a missionary at home?

The reality is that, whether on a mission trip to a foreign country or in the middle of the most mundane day at home, we are called to follow Christ’s 
example. Perhaps one way to define missional living is escaping the crowd mentality to follow Christ’s example in Mark 5: seeing people, pressing 
into their needs, and pointing them towards the Savior who is more than enough to meet those needs. 

We know from other accounts in the Gospels that Jesus loves the crowds. In Matthew 9:36 we read, Jesus “had compassion for [the crowds] 
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd” (ESV). 
But in Mark 5, we see Jesus responding to people as individuals in a way that contrasts the collective actions of the crowds. Where the crowd 
swallows up individuals in a sense, Jesus identifies and cares for individuals. Where the jostling of the crowd is detached, Jesus’s touch is 
personal and life-giving. Where the crowd mentality is to overlook the needs of Jairus and the woman through forced anonymity, Jesus presses into 
their needs, giving identity and healing.

This contrast convicts me and calls me to examine my own approach to human need. Do I let the busyness of life lull me into the mindset of the 
crowd? In my everyday living, am I failing to see the people in my life as individuals loved and seen by God? Am I neglecting to follow Christ’s 
example, to recognize and press into their needs? Am I keeping my eyes open to how God is working in the lives of those around me?

And thankfully, we aren’t asked to do this alone. The same Gospel we are called to proclaim is for us as well. The same Jesus who healed the sick 
woman, the same Jesus who raised Jairus’s daughter, sees you and me and meets our needs. He presses into us, so we can press into the lives of 
those around us. 

Part 3: Forsaking the Crowd Mentality (Mark 5:21, 24, 30-31, 38)

If you’re like me, contemplating those questions can leave me feeling keenly aware of my sinfulness and shortcomings. 

Sometimes when we step out of our “normal” it becomes easier to see God at work around us. Perhaps you experienced this on your mission trip. In 
a new context when the focus of each day is missions, it’s easier to be attuned to God’s hand in the lives of those around us and in our own lives. 
It’s easier to see the people we encounter as individuals loved by God, to recognize and pray for their needs, to press in and wait for God to work. 
But what about when we return to our everyday life?

CLOSING PRAYER
Heavenly Father, thank you for the great love that you have for your people. Thank you that you see each individual, that you care about their needs, 
and that we couldn’t hide from you even if we wanted to. Enable us by your grace to follow your example in our own lives. Give us eyes to truly see 
the people in our lives, to press into their needs, and to ultimately point them to you. In Jesus’s name, Amen.
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1. What did you leave behind on the field?

 
 
 
 
 

2. What did you take home with you?

 
 
 
 
 

3. How did you see God at work?

 
 
 
 
 

Sharing about the Trip: Seeing God at Work
OPENING DISCUSSION

Quotations to Consider:

In his book Joining Jesus on His Mission, Greg Finke outlines “5 Practices” for missional living, simple things every Christian can do on a daily basis 
to be more aware of how God is working around them and to join with Jesus in His redemptive work. He describes these practices as a way he and 
his wife took what they had experienced on short-term mission trips and started to apply it to their everyday lives. These practices are not a 
program or a church activity; they are an invitation to apply simple things in the midst of normal, daily life. For each of our debrief sessions, we will 
focus on 1-2 of these practices and their corresponding questions.

"For those living without the kingdom [of God], human need is the evidence that the kingdom is near and working toward bringing 
redemption” (Finke 84).
“The practice of seeking the kingdom is simply forming the habit of watching for what God is showing us every day in the midst of our daily 
routines” (Finke 105).

Bible Study: Mark 5:21-43

Practice #1: Seeking the Kingdom
God’s Kingdom is God at work among us, reigning over and redeeming the world. Jesus announced the coming of God’s Kingdom when He arrived, 
and God continues to be at work all around us. One of the simple ways we can recognize God working is by looking for the needs of those around 
us. When we see human needs, we see how necessary redemption is, and we see where God is working to call people to Himself and open hearts 
for His redeeming work.

THE 5 PRACTICES

Practice #2: Hearing from Jesus
By regularly reading the Gospels and becoming deeply familiar with the life and teachings of Jesus we learn to see and hear how He is working 
among us now. Hearing from Jesus means that we read Scripture in general and the Gospels in particular expecting God to speak to us and 
transform us through His Word and seeking to put these things into practice.

Quotations to Consider:
“The more we watch and listen to Jesus in the Gospels the more we will recognize what we are seeing and hearing from him in our daily 
life” (Finke 86). 
“Think about how often we see Jesus pressing in and coming near to those in need. There were those who had physical needs, like those 
who needed healing or food. But there were also those who had spiritual, emotional and relational needs as well” (Finke 84).
“The practice of hearing from Jesus in the Gospels is all about being able to better recognize and respond to what Jesus is telling and 
showing us on our daily mission trip in everyday life” (Finke 110).
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THE 5 QUESTIONS

The “5 Questions” correspond to the “5 Practices” and provide a way to regularly reflect on and share stories about the missional practices. The 
more you ask these questions and share the answers with others, the more natural it will become to do and seek these missional practices in your 
daily life. 

Discuss:
Question #1: How have you seen God at work? (especially since coming home)

Question #2: What has Jesus been teaching you in His Word?

1. Think about how you tell stories about the trip. How can you tell stories that emphasize relationships and God at work (not just a list of 
things that you did)?

APPLICATION

a.  These kinds of stories invite others into what God’s doing. They also invite you to remember that you are still a missionary now that 
you are back home.

b.  These are not stories that boast about what you did for “people over there,” but stories of what God is doing for all people.

2.  Practice telling each other about the trip. How will you answer people when they ask you? (If applicable, plan also a presentation to share
with the congregation.)
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“… so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. A woman from Samaria came to draw water. 
Jesus said to her, 'Give me a drink.’ (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food)” (John 4:6b-8, ESV).

Lord God in heaven, we ask you to prepare our hearts to hear you. Turn our thoughts and minds to you as we focus on Jesus. Thank you for the 
stories you have left us in your Word. Show us how to apply them to our lives in meaningful ways, that we might join you every day on your mission 
to tell the world of your salvation. Amen.

Part 1: Mission happens in our everyday happenings. (John 4:4-15)

When you talk to people of other beliefs about your faith, do you tend to: explain your beliefs, defend yourself, or ask questions of them? 
Which one do you think is best?

Joining Jesus in His Mission

OPENING PRAYER

Focus Bible Verses: John 4:4-30, 39-42
Author: Melissa Asmamaw, former MCN Mission Partner to Hungary and Ethiopia

Theme: Mission happens in relationships. Listening and asking questions is often more powerful than giving speeches.

Read Together: John 4:4-30, 39-42

OPENING QUESTIONS

GOING DEEPER

When and where does mission happen?

Jesus and the disciples needed to get from Point A to Point B. It was midday, and the disciples were in search of food. The woman needed to 
replenish her water supply. There is nothing all too special about what is happening here; all of these things are a part of the everyday routine for 
these people. Then, of course, there are the added elements of what these people might have been feeling: Jesus was tired, it was probably warm 
outside, he had been walking for quite a while, and now he was likely hungry. The woman, going to the well at midday, was trying to avoid other 
people, only to get there and be met by someone … and not just anyone, but a Jewish man, with whom she should have no interaction. It all makes 
for a rather interesting blend of what could happen when we look at people’s human nature.

Discuss: If you put yourself in either Jesus’ or the woman’s place, how do you think you might have responded to someone wanting to have a 
conversation?
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When have you felt “too tired/hungry/focused/etc.” to minister to or share the Gospel with someone?

“The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?’ (For Jews have no dealings with 
Samaritans.) 

Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, "Give me a drink,” you would have asked him, and he 
would have given you living water.' 

The woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater 
than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.’ 

Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be 
thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.’ 

The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water’” (John 4:9-15, ESV).

This entire story from John 4 would have never happened if Jesus had kept his mouth closed. It started with an act of willing engagement, a simple 
request. Jesus already knew and loved this woman; He knew of her need for Him and a restored relationship with God. This motivated the 
remainder of His interaction with her, speaking truth and doing so from a place of love. We may not know the tone of the woman’s voice or have a 
real understanding of the way she was choosing to respond to Jesus, but He did, and He continued to respond appropriately, in love. Likewise, we 
often have no idea how others will respond, but in order to even get the chance to see, we need to be willing to engage from a place of love, as 
Jesus did.

Discuss: How can we focus our daily interactions on seeing people’s need for Jesus?

Is it difficult for you to take the first step in engaging with others? Why?
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As Christians, no matter the cultural context we’re in, we’re always working “cross-culturally” because we are living our lives from an understanding 
that differs so greatly from mainstream society. Just as Jesus was aware of the cultural elements at play in His own ministry, it is good for us to 
understand our surroundings, too.

Discuss: Was there a moment on the trip you worried about not knowing the cultural rules or going against the norms? What advantages do you 
have in understanding American society?

“The woman said to him, ‘Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place 
where people ought to worship.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you 

worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now 
here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him.  God is spirit, and those 

who worship him must worship in spirit and truth’” (John 4:19-24, ESV).

Story:
As a missionary in a teaching context, there have been days I dreaded walking into certain classrooms. Maybe it was a day I wasn’t feeling well. 
Maybe it was a class who was always off task. Sometimes, it was a day I had a Bible-themed lesson planned for a class seemingly hostile to the 
Gospel. I admit that I didn’t always want to do it. It was on those days, I would stop at the door before walking in, say a prayer asking for God’s 
strength and patience, take a deep breath, and walk in. God met me in those moments. 

Likewise, I always notice a difference on the days I start with prayer and ask God to lead my interactions with others, versus the days I don’t. 
Prayer helps me to hone in on my entire purpose for being there and what I need to be doing; it makes an impact.

Part 2: Mission happens within a context. (John 4:16-27)
“Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come here.’ The woman answered him, ‘I have no husband.’ Jesus said to her, 'You are right in saying, “I 

have no husband"; for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true’” (John 4:16-18, ESV).

Jesus’s ministry was also cross-cultural. As the Son of God coming from heaven to Earth, he experienced a big change. Yet, He grew up and 
performed His ministry in this specific cultural context. Jesus was well aware of the social dynamics in that place. He knew the “rules” and exactly 
how his behavior was going against the “norms” – a Jew and a Samaritan, a man and woman. In v. 27, we read that the disciples were surprised to 
find him talking with her. This was certainly odd behavior, and yet, the woman continued to interact with him, and the disciples didn’t question it (at 
least not right then).

The Samaritan woman tried to change the subject on Jesus when he “got too close.” She shifted his attention from her personal life to a question 
of religion. But Jesus went against what she expected. He didn’t become indignant or try to prove how the Jews were “right” or somehow better; 
rather, he relayed a truth to her about God and his desire to welcome all who follow him.

Discuss: How can you see Jesus’s cultural knowledge in this situation as an advantage?
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Discuss: Do you find it natural or difficult to share your beliefs here in the U.S? Why?

Story:
There are times working in a foreign context where not knowing the language or cultural “rules” has worked to my advantage because people 
were often willing to extend grace to me for not knowing. However, learning those things always created more effective opportunities. As I came 
to understand the mindset of the people I was working with, I could engage in conversations and ask questions relevant to them and the culture 
that allowed for opportunities to share Christ in a way that made more sense to those people. This was not an overnight process … it took years 
of observing, interacting, questioning, and learning.

Part 3: The Ripple Effect (John 4:28-30, 39-42)
“So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, ‘Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the 

Christ?’” (John 4:29, ESV)

The Samaritan woman was excited! And why shouldn’t she have been? Jesus, meeting Jesus, is an incredible experience! Any other inhibition she 
may have had about interacting within her community no longer seemed relevant as she made her way through the town telling people she had met 
the Christ. 

Other Samaritan people first heard a witness from one of their own which then afforded them the opportunity to meet Jesus themselves: to see and 
hear who He was. Once people encountered Jesus for themselves, they no longer needed someone else’s word. Jesus always speaks for Himself – 
even today. We, like the Samaritan woman, are simply vessels to make an introduction, and then we can get out of the way to let Jesus work.

Discuss: How do you feel knowing Jesus “speaks for Himself?” How can we apply this information in our interactions with others when sharing the 
Gospel?

“They went out of the town and were coming to him . . . Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, ‘He told 
me all that I ever did’ . . . They said to the woman, ‘It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we 

know that this is indeed the Savior of the world’” (John 4:30, 39, 42).

CLOSING PRAYER
Almighty Father, help us to slow down our lives and be open to your leading in our everyday situations. Keep our hearts from too quickly judging 
those who are different from us, but help us to daily approach them with your love. Thank you for the place you have put us. Lead us according to 
your will, to do the work you have prepared for us. Give us hearts that desire to learn and engage with those who don’t know you yet. Use your Holy 
Spirit in our hearts to help us. By the power of Jesus we ask these things. Amen!
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1. How did you see God at work while we were overseas? How might God be working in the same way at home? 

Transitioning Back: Joining Jesus at Work
OPENING DISCUSSION

Quotations to Consider:

Bible Study: John 4:4-30, 39-42

Practice #3: Talking with People
We all have people with whom we are frequently in close proximity, whether it’s the barista at our favorite coffee shop, the neighbor down the street 
whom we pass on our daily walk, or that one person who always goes to the gym at the same time that we do. Often we ignore these people, day 
after day and week after week. This missional practice of talking to people encourages us first to notice those people whom God has placed around 
us and then to engage them in conversation, listening and opening the door for God to work through that conversation.

“Jesus can do more with two people who are talking with each other than he can with two people who are successfully ignoring each other” 
(Finke 111).
“Asking questions and listening is often more missionally powerful than giving a speech” (Finke 115).

Practice #4: Doing Good
God has created each of us to do good works, and He has also prepared these good works in advance for us to do (Ephesians 2:10). When we keep 
our eyes open to the people around us who may be in need of a kind word, some grace, a bit of help, or a moment of time, we are able to respond 
and join Jesus in His mission of redemption through our words and actions. Whether small or large, planned or spontaneous, these good works are 
significant because they make the kingdom of God more tangible to those around us. 

Quotations to Consider:
“When Jesus shows us how to join his mission he points to little things, things that are within our reach, things that may not be noticed by 
thousands of people but will make a difference to one. A little love, a little joy, a little truth, a little patience. Jesus says that through little 
things such as these, the kingdom comes and the will of the Father is done here on earth as it is in heaven” (Finke 94).
“It is important that people see Jesus in us before they hear about Jesus from us. The good works he has prepared in advance for us to do 
become the visible proof that Jesus is real. Words regain meaning because through our simple acts of kindness, people are seeing that the 
kingdom of God has come to them” (Finke 121).

THE 5 PRACTICES continued

2.  What part did relationships play in our trip? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  What can you do to build relationships at home to join Jesus in His mission?
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THE 5 QUESTIONS continued

Discuss:
Question #3: What kind of conversations are you having with pre-Christians?

Question #4: What good can we do around here?

1. Talk about how acts of service open doors for Gospel proclamation.

APPLICATION

a.  Where does the world still tempt you to find your security, identity, or happiness from?
b.  What about your sinful self will relate most to the non-Christians you know?
c.  How has and does Jesus change your life?
d.  What motivates you now? What do you live for?
e.  Even though your life still isn’t perfect, how does knowing Christ help you deal with that?

2.  Pair up with another group member and take some time to practice giving each other an answer for the hope that you have in Christ (1 
Peter 3:15). Use the prompting questions below if they help or simply answer in whatever way feels natural to tell someone about the faith 
that you have and the ways God is at work in your life. 
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Gracious and Loving Father, we give you praise and honor for all that you do through us for the sake of the Gospel. We know we are helpless to 
share the love of Jesus without the power of the Spirit. Open our hearts and minds to recognize the opportunities around us each day to pour into 
those who need to know of the Savior’s eternal love. Empower us by your Spirit to trust you and to be used by you to draw others to Jesus. In HIS 
name, Amen.

Part 1: Entering into prayer with our Lord (Acts 1:14; Acts 6:4; Acts 14:23; Matthew 6:5-10)

How did you learn to pray? What elements of prayer are challenging for you?

Praying Missionally

OPENING PRAYER

Focus Bible Verses: Matthew 6:5-13
Author: Patricia Klekamp, MCN Prayer Initiative Coordinator

Theme: Praying missionally begins in our own heart and in our own relationship with Jesus. As God deepens our walk in prayer, we grow in our trust 
in the Lord and recognize more deeply his love for us. Through our prayer relationship, the Spirit leads us to become more open to the opportunities 
around us to share his love, and by the Spirit we are led to pray with and for others in confidence. 

Read Together: Matthew 6:5-13

OPENING QUESTIONS

GOING DEEPER

Telling someone you will pray for them and then actually praying WITH them brings the Kingdom of God closer. Describe your comfort level 
with this.

Serving in God’s Mission brings with it an expectation of a full prayer life. The early Christians gave us wonderful examples of living a life of prayer 
as they began to be used by the Spirit to grow the church (read selected Acts passages above).  We also know that our Lord went away to pray 
quite frequently during his time on this earth. He even offers his disciples, and us, a blueprint for praying in our verses in Matthew. 

Discuss: How do verses 5-8 of Matthew 6 help you to prepare for meeting your Lord in prayer? How do these verses challenge you?

Perhaps we might take a moment and consider first the way that we approach our Lord in prayer. Do we first recognize WHOM it is that we pray? 
The God of the Universe, the Savior of the world is the recipient of our prayers. Therefore, we come to him on holy ground (think Moses and the 
burning bush), in humility and reverence. We recognize first his glory and honor before jumping into our time of prayer.
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Once we have established a heart of humility and reverence, we can then approach our Heavenly Father in an intimate manner.  Jesus leads us in 
verses 9 and 10 of Matthew 6 to be mindful of His glory and to seek the coming of His Kingdom and His will. Jesus focuses our hearts on “first 
things first” (HIS Kingdom, HIS will) before moving us to consider the more personal elements of our time with Him.

Discuss: Do the distractions of this world creep into your prayer time at times? If so, what helps you to refocus?

Part 2:  Inviting God into our situations (Matthew 6:8, 11-13)
When we meet with our Lord in prayer, we know that he already knows what we will say and already knows our needs. Yet, Jesus tells us in these 
verses to speak aloud our daily needs, including our need for forgiveness and our need for help against the powers of Satan and temptation. As we 
pray, we do not have to explain the details of our situation but merely open our hearts to him and invite him into our pain, our needs, and our joy.

Discuss: We pray the Lord’s Prayer each week in worship. Is this a prayer you use daily in your own time of meditation? Have you ever tried to pray 
the Lord’s Prayer using first person language … and personalizing the words? Try this example: My Lord and Savior, You reign in heaven and on 
earth. Help me to keep your name Holy. Lord, bring your Kingdom to pass and make your will known both in heaven and today in my life. Father. 
grant me today what I need to be your servant. Forgive my sins . . . (specify here) and lead me to forgive others who have sinned against me. Lord 
Jesus, do not let me fall into temptation of any kind this day and guide me away from any form of evil.

Our God wants us to be in prayer regularly. He wants to hear our voices. He wants us to speak with him about everything in our lives. The more we 
converse with him, the more we are led to listen to His voice as we read His Word. Through this process, we become more mission focused in our 
lives so that He can use us more intentionally to share the love of Jesus each day. Inviting Jesus into our situations as we pray, affirms our love for 
him and acknowledges that HE only can provide for our needs.

Discuss: Discuss a situation in which you prayed fervently for God’s leading or God’s outcome and you were able to see him at work. How did he 
reveal himself? How did this experience impact your prayer life?  

Part 3:  Praying out loud with others and for others (Romans 8:26; Colossians 1:9; Philemon 1:6)
We recognize that serving on a short-term mission team brings us closer to our Lord and Savior as well as to people who are new in our lives. Being 
on God’s mission involves relationship building that includes not just praying for people but praying with them. Though this may seem 
uncomfortable at first, it requires only one thing: trusting the Holy Spirit. Trusting in the power of the Spirit allows us to not worry about saying the 
right words but merely step into situations with people who want to know Jesus better and then have conversations with the Lord with them, 
bringing His Kingdom to them.

Discuss: If praying with someone is not in your current comfort zone, take a moment and share your thoughts with one other person in the group. 
Then practice praying with them. It may help to practice praying out loud several times with someone you know before praying with someone who is 
new to the faith. 
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Finally, we might consider the different relationships in which we pray missionally. We can pray out loud with a friend or colleague. We can pray 
with a fellow Christian. We can pray with a person just beginning their faith, and we can even pray with someone who is not a believer or someone 
whose faith we are not sure about. The latter situation is perhaps the most difficult and brings new challenges. 

Discuss:  If you begin a relationship with someone in the last category above, how might you begin to pray with them? Practice this now with 
someone in your group. Role play each side of the relationship and practice praying with them out loud. Then discuss the challenges you encounter.

CLOSING PRAYER 
Loving Father, we laud and magnify you. We give you all the glory for the work you do in us. Thank you for the opportunity to learn about praying and
living missionally. As we go forward, Father, open our eyes and hearts to situations in which we can bring your amazing love. Remove our anxiety 
and guide us by your Spirit to step into people’s lives, praying with them and for them so that your Kingdom can be revealed to them and they can 
be drawn into a saving relationship with you. Amen.
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Moving Forward: Praying Missionally
OPENING DISCUSSION

Quotations to Consider:

Bible Study: Matthew 6:5-13

Practice #5: Ministering through Prayer
As we begin to engage in the first four practices of missional living, people will begin to know us, trust us, and understand a bit about our faith. This 
opens the door to ministering to others through prayer, especially as people share with us their burdens and trials. Praying out loud with someone is 
a powerful way to make real for them the love and care of the Father even as we invite God into the situation.

“A prayer spoken out loud on behalf of a person right to the King of the kingdom is a simple way to help them experience the reality of the 
kingdom being present” (Finke 126).
“When it comes to ministering through prayer, what matters most is not getting your words right but inviting your King in” (Finke 127).
Greg Finke’s suggestions for missional prayer: (cf. Finke 130)

THE 5 PRACTICES continued

1. What did you leave behind on the field?

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What did you take home with you?

 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What role did prayer play in your time on the field?

 
 
 
 
 
 

a.   Pray for your neighbors by name, including anything you know about them.
b.   When you use the Lord’s Prayer, be intentional about praying for His kingdom and will in your neighborhood, school, workplace, etc.
c.   Pray for God to send out laborers into His harvest (Mt. 9:37).
d.   Ask God to show you what you need to see as you join Him in His mission each day.
e.   Each day pray out loud for your spouse / children as they join Jesus on His mission.
f.   Take your family for a prayer walk through your neighborhood.
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1. Keep praying for the place and people you served and the mission partners and local Christians who serve there long-term.

APPLICATION

2.  Pray using Finke’s prayer suggestions b-d. Pray for more laborers in God’s harvest field. Pray for God to open your eyes each day to see

THE 5 QUESTIONS continued
Discuss:

Question #5: How can we help you in prayer?

what you need to see. Close by praying the Lord’s Prayer together, inserting wherever it fits the name of your neighborhood, city, or 
community. 
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